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FABLE 1. 

THE ADVENTURES OF ARISTONOUS. 

SOPHRbNTMUS HAVING LOST THE MEANS OF 
his anceftors by fhipwrecks, and other misfor- 
tunes, folaced himfelf by his virtue io the ifle of De- 
los. there he fung to a golden lyre, the wonders of the 
god, adored in that ifland : he cultivated the mufes, 
by whom he was beloved ; he curioufly invedigated all 
the fccrets of nature, the courfe of the ftars, and of 
the heavens, the order of the elements, the ftrudlure of 
the univerfe, which he meafured with his compafs, the 
virtues of plants, and the conformation of animals; 
h\it above all^ he fiudied himfelf; and exerted his high- 
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2 THEADVSNfUILES 

c(l application to adorn his foul with virtue, thus for* 
tune, by attempting to deprefs him, had exalted him 
to true glory, which is that of wifdom. 

While he lived happy without riches in his retreat, 
he one day perceived upon the fea-fhore a venerable old 
man, who was to him unknown; it was a ftranger, 
who had juft landed on the ifland. this ancient perfon 
admired the banks of the fea, where he knew the ifle 
had been formerly floating ; he confidered that coaft, 
where arofe, above the fands and rocks, little hills, 
ever covered with a fpringing and flowery turf; he 
could not fufliciently gaze upon the cryftal fountains 
and rapid dreams that watered this delightful country ; 
he advanced towards the facred groves that encompafs 
the temple of the god ; he was amazed to fee that ver- 
dure, which north-winds never dare to tarnifh ; and 
he now examined the temple of a Parian marble, 
whiter than fnow, furrounded by lofty columns of 
jafper. 

Sophronymus was no lefs attentive to examine the 
afpedl of the old man. his filver beard hung down up- 
on his breaft, his wrinkled face had nothing deformed, 
he was dill exempt from the injuries of a decrepit age, 
his eyes fparkled a fweet vivacity, his perfon was tall 
and majedic, but a little bending, and an ivory ftalT 
fupported him. O ftranger, faid Sophronjrmus to him, 
what feek you in this ifland, which feems unknown 
to you i if it is the temple of the god, you fee it yoo- 
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dir, and I am at yotir fervice to condudl you thither, 
for I fear the ^ods, and am well apprized what Jupi* 
ter requires us to do, for the affiftance of ftrangers. I 
a^ccepty anfwered the old man, the offer you make me 
with fo many marfcs of goodoefs, and I pray the gods 
to reward your love for ftrangers : let us move then 
towards the temple, by the way he related to Sophro- 
nymus the ftory of his vopge. I am, faid he, by name 
Ariflonous, a native of Clazomenae, a city of Ionia, 
fituate on that pleafant coaft which ruqs out into the 
fea, and iecms to meet the ifle of Chios, the fortunate 
country of Homer. I was born of poor, tho' noble 
parents ; my father, named Polyftratus, who was al- 
ready encumbered with a numerous family, would by 
no means bring me up, but caufed me to be expofed 
by one of his friends at Tens, an old woman of £ry« 
thrae, who had fome fmall intereft near the place where 
I was espied, took me into her houfe, and nourifhed> 
me with the milk of goats; but as (he had fcarcely a 
iabfiftence for herfelf, (b foon as I was of age toferve, 
ftkc fold me to a Have-merchant, who carried me into 
JLyda; he (old me at Fatara to a rich and virtuous 
perfoa, called Alcinus. this Aldnus took care of my 
youth; I appeared to him docile, moderate, fincere, 
afiedionate, and diligent, ia applying myfelf to all the 
konourable things in which any pleafed to inftrudl me ; 
ke devoted me to the arts, patronized by Apollo ; he 
eai^fed me to be taught mufic, the exercifes of the bo- 
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4 TREADyENTURlt 

dy, and above all, the art of healing wounds. I foot 
acquired a condderable reputation in that fo necefTarj 
art ; and Apollo, who infpired me, difcovered to me 
wonderful fecrets. Alcinus, who loved me daily more 
and more, and was over-joyed to fee the fuccefs of 
his cares for me, gave me my freedom, aqd ient me 
to Damocles, king of Lycaonia, who living amidft de- 
lights, loved life, and feared to lofe it. this monarch 
to fecure me, loaded me with riches, fome years after, 
Damocles died, his Ton indigated againft me by flat- 
terers, gave me a hearty difguft of all things that have 
pomp and fplendor ; I felt, in ihort, a violent defirp 
to revifit Lycia, where I had fafweetly palTed my in-, 
faqt years ; I hoped to find Alcinus, who had brought 
me up, and who was the firft author of all my fortune, 
arriving in that country, I learned that Alcinus way 
dead, after having loft his means, and fuffered with 
much conftancy the misfortunes of his old age. I went* 
and fprinkled flowers and :tears upon his afhes ; I put 
an honourable infcription on his tomb, and enquired 
what was become of his children. I was told, that the 
only one furviving, named Orchilochus, unable to bear 
the thought of appearing without fubflance in his na- 
tive country, where his father had lived with fo much, 
fplendor, had embarked on board a foreign veflel, in 
order to go and lead an obfcure life in fome remote . 
ifland of the fea : my informer added, that this Orchi«. 
lochus. \xiid been caft away ihortly after, about the ifl« 
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•f CarpathuSy and that thus there were do longer any 
itmains of the family of my benefadlor Alcinus. I im- 
mediately conceived thoughts of buying the houfe 
where he had dwelt, with the fertile fields which he 
poflefTed around it. I was fond to re-yifit thofe fpots, 
which re-called the fweet remembrance of fo pleafant 
an age, and of fo good a mafter ; methought I was yet 
in that bloom of my youthful years, in which I ferved 
Alcinus. fcarce had I purchafed the fee of his eflate 
from his creditors, when I was obliged to go to Clazo- 
menae. my father Polyftratus, and my mother Phi* 
dila were dead, and I had feveral brothers who lived 
in no great harmony together,: as foon as I reached 
Clazomenae, I prefented myfelf to them, in an humble 
dreis, like a man deftitute of fubftance, fhewing them 
the tokens with which you know care is taken to ex* 
pofe children, they were aftonifhed to fee thus aug- 
mented the number of Polyftratus's heirs, who were 
to partake his fmall fucceffion ; they would needs even 
controvert my birth, and refufed before the judges to 
acknowledge me. whereupon, to punifh their inhu- 
manity, I declared that I confented to be as an alien 
amongft them ; and I demanded that they (hould be ex- 
cluded for ever from being my heirs, the judges or- 
dained it to be fo; and then I (hewed the riches I had 
brought along with me in my fhip; I difcovered to 
them that I was that Ariftonous, who had acquired fo 
much treafure in the fervice of Damoclesi king of Ly- 



(J THX ADVENTVR-BS 

caonia, and that I was never niarned. my brothers now 
repented their having treated me fo unjuft]y» and thro^ 
the defire of being enabled to become one day my 
heirs, they ufed their utmoft endeavours, but all to no 
purpofe, to infinuate themfelves into my favour, their 
divifions occafioned our father's effedls to be fold; I 
bought them, and they had the mortification to fee our 
father's whole efbte devolve into the hands of him, to 
whom they had not been willing to allow the fmalleft 
(hare of it. thus they fell all into a difmal poverty ; but 
after they had come to a fufficient fenfe of their fault, 
I was willing to give them fome proof of my good-na- 
ture : I forgave them, I received them into my houfe, 
i gave each of them wherewithal to make his fortune 
by trading at fea, I re- united them all ; they and their 
children dwelt together peaceably with me, I became 
the common father of all thofe dififerent families ; by 
their union and indudry they quickly made conGde- 
rable fortunes, in the mean time, age, as yoii fee, is 
come to knock at my door, it hath whitened my hairs, 
and wrinkled my face, it admonifheth me, that I fhall 
not long enjoy fo perfed a profperity. before I die, I 
had a mind to pay one laft vifit to that land which is 
fo dear to me, and which touches me more nearly than 
my native country itfelf, that Lycia, where I learned 
to be good and wife, under the tuition of the virtuous 
Alcinu^. as i was repaffing thither, I met with a mer<* 
ehant, belonging to one of the Cyclad iflands, who 
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afured mey that there ftill remained at Delos^ a (on of 
Ohibilochus^ who imitated the wifdom and virtue of 
his grand-father Alcinqs. inflantly I quitted the roul 
of Lyda^ and hafted to come to find out, under the 
lofpices pf Apollo, in this his iiknd, that precious 
remnant of a family, to which I owe my all. I have 
now but 0iort while to live ; the fatal dfter, an enemy 
to that fweet repofe, which the gods fo feldom grant 
to mortals, will fpeedily cut the thread of my days ; 
but I fhall be content to die, provided my eyes, before 
they clofe upon the light, may have been blefled with 
a fight of my mader's grand- fon. fpeak now, O you> 
who dwell in this ifland with him, do you know him ? 
can you tell me where I fhall find him ? if you bring 
me to fee him, may the gods in return grant you to 
fee, between your knees, your childrens children to the 
fifth generation ; may the gods preferve all your houfe 
in peace and plenty, as the fruit of your virtue, while 
Ariftonous fpoke thus, Sophronymus burfl into tears 
of joy and grief: at length, without having power to 
fpeak, he threw himfelf upon the old man's neck, he 
embraces, he hugs him, and, after a great while, mut- 
ters, with difficulty, thefc words, interrupted with 
broken fighs. 

I am, O my father, the perfon whom you feek! 
you fee Sophronymus, the grand-fon of your friend 
Alcinus. 'tis I ; and I cannot doubt, after hearing you, 
but the gods have fent you hither to mitigate my woes. 
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gratitude, which feemed loft upon earth, is found zgsatk 
in you alone. I have heard, when a child, that a famous 
rich man, fettled in Lycaonia, had been brought up 
at my grand-father's ; but as Orchilochus, my father, 
who died young, left me in the cradle, I have known 
thofe things but confufedly, nor have I ventured to go 
into Lycaonia upon an uncertainty, and I chofe rather 
to remain in this ifland, comforting myfelf under my 
misfortunes, by the contempt of vain riches, and by 
the pleafing employment of cultivating the mules,' in 
the facred houfe of Apollo. Wifdom, which accuftomi 
men to be calm and content with little, hath hithertd 
fupplied to me the pkce of all other enjoyments. 

In finifhing thefe words, Sophronymus finding him- 
felf arrived at the temple, propofed to Aridonous there 
to make his prayer and offerings : they offered to the 
god a facrifice of two fheep, whiter than fnow, and of 
a bull, that had a crefcent upon the forehead, between 
the horns ; afterwards they fung verfes in honor of 
the god who enlightens the univerfe^ who rules the 
fe'afons, who prefides over the fciences, and animates 
the choir of the nine mufes. upon going out of the tem- 
ple, Sophronymus and Aridonous fpent the reft of the 
day in relating their adventures to each other. Sophro- 
nymus received into his houfe the venerable ftranger, 
with all the tendernefs and refpe(5t he would have (hewn 
to Aldnus himfelf, had he been yet alive, next morn- 
ing they departed together, and fet fail for Lycb. 
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Ariftoodus carried Sophronymus into a fertile coun- 
tiy, on the fide of the rirer Xanthus» into whofe wa- 
tersy Apollo, at his return from the chace^all over duA^ 
hath fb oft planged himfelf, and wafhed his flaxen 
hair : they found along that river, poplars, and wil- 
lonrs, whereof the tender and fpringing verdure con- 
cealed the nefts of an infinite number of birds, which 
waibled night and day ; the river tumbling from a rock, 
with much noife and foam, broke its waves in a canal, 
bottomed with flinty pebbles; all the plain was co- 
hered with golden crops \ the hills, that rofe into an 
amphitheatre, were loaded with vines and fruit-trees ; 
there all nature was finiling and lovely, the heaven was 
Soh and ferene, and the earth ever ready to bring forth 
from her bofom new riches, to reward the pains of the 
husbandman, advancing along the river fide, Sophro- 
nymos perceived ad houfe, plain and moderate, but of 
m agreeable archite^ure, with jufl proportions : he 
there found neither marble, nor gold, nor filver, nor 
ivory, nor furniture of purple ; every thing in it was 
Beat, and full of propriety and conveniency, without 
magnificence ; a fountain played in the middle of the 
comt, and formed a little canal along a verdant carpet ; 
the gardens were by no means large, but there were 
to be feen the fruits and plants ufeful for the food 
of meir. on the two fides of the garden appeared 
two groves, whole trees were almoft as ancient as the 
Mith their mother, and whofo thick-woveo brandiesr 
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made a fhade, impenetrable to the rays of the fiiiK 
they entered into an hall, where thsy made a fweet re- 
pad of the dainties which nature furnifhed in the gar- 
dens ; nor was ought to be feen there of what the de- 
licacy of men goes fo far to feek, and pays fo dear for 
* in cities, there was milk, as fweet as that which Apollo 
Touchfafed to milk, while (hepherd to king Admetos ; 
there was honey, more exquifite than that of the bees of 
Hybfa in Sicily, or of mount Hymettus in Attica; 
there were garden-herbs, and frefh-gathered fruits ; z 
wine, more delicious than nedar, flowed out of large 
vafes, into cups curioufly carved, during this frugal, 
but comfortable and quiet repaft, Arifionous would 
by no means fit down at table ; at firfl, he did what he 
could, under various pretexts, to conceal his modeily> 
but at lad, when Sophronymus infifted upon it, he de- 
clared, that he would never be prevailed upon to eat 
with the grand- fon of Alcinus, at whofe back he fb 
long had waited in the fame hall : there, faid he to him» 
that wife old man had wont to eat ; there would he 
converfc with his friends; there would he play at 
different games; here would he walk, reading Hefiod, 
or Homer ; here did he repofe himfelf in the nighe. 
upon recalling of thefe circumflances his heart melt^ 
ed, and tears trickled from his eyes, after the re- 
pad, he carried Sophronymus to fee the beautiful mea- 
dow, where his lowing herds (trayedby the liver fide; 
then they efpied the flocks of flieep» returning fron% 
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th»r rich paftures ; the bleating dams, with diftended 
adders, were followed by their little fkipping lambs : 
every where were to be feen the bufy workmen, who 
loved labour for .the intereft of their gentle and ha- 
mane mailer, who made himfelf beloved by them, and 
alleviated to them the hardfhips of flavery. 

A riflonous having fhewn Sophronymus this houfe, 
thefe Haves, thefe herds and flocks, and thefe lands, 
become fo fertile thro' a careful cultivation, addrefTed 
him in the following terms : I am overjoyed to fee 
you in the ancient patrimony of your ancedors; I 
kave now my heart's defire, fince I put you in pofTef- 
fion of the place where I fo long ferved AJcinus : en- 
joy in peace what was his ; live happy, and, by your 
Ti^lance^ fecure to yourfelf afar off^ an end mote com- 
fortable than his : at the fame time, he makes over to 
him the eflate, with all the forms prefcribed by law ; 
^nd declares, that he precludes his natural heirs from 
bis fucceifion, if ever they prove fo ungrateful as to 
controvert the donation he hath made to the grand- 
ion of Alcinus, his benefactor, but this is not enough 
to fatisfy the heart of Ariftonous ; before he gives him 
his houfe, he adorns it compleatly with new furniture, 
plain and decent indeed, but neat and genteel ; he (ills 
the granaries with the rich prefents of Ceres, and the 
cellar with a wine of Chios, worthy to be ferved by the 
hand of Hebe or Ganymede, to the table of the great 
Jove ^ he lays in alfo Farmenian wine, with an abua- 
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dant proYifion of honey of Hymettus and Hybla, and 
of Attican oi], almoft as fweet as the honey itfelf. laft- 
ly, to thefe he adds, fleeces ionunierable of a fine wool, 
\vhite as fnow, rich fpoils of the tender ews, which 
grazed upon the mountains of Arcadia, and in the 
rich paftures.of Sicily, in this condition does he giro 
his honfe to Sophronymus ; he gives lum alfo fifty 
Euboic talents, and referves to his kindred what 
fortune he pofTefTes in the peninfula of Clazomeoaet 
about Smyrna, Lebedos, and Colophon, which was 
very coniiderable. the donation made, Ariftonous re<' 
imbarks, in order to return into Ionia. Sophronymus 
aftoniftied, and deeply afFedcd with fo magnificent be- 
nefits, accompanies him to the fhip, with tears in his 
eyes, calling him always father, and hugging him m 
his arms. Ariftonous arrived quickly at home, by a 
happy voyage ; nor did any of his relations dare to 
complain of what he had given to Sophronymus. I 
have left, faid he to them, as my laft will, an order, 
that all my effedls fhall be fold, and diftributed to the 
poor of Ionia, if ever any one of you pretend to cqo<» 
trovert the gift I have made to the grand-ion of Al- 
cinus. the wife old man lived in peace, and enjoyed 
the fubftance the gods had granted to his virtue, every 
year, notwithftanding his age, he made a voyage in* 
to Lycia to re-vifit Sophronymus, and to go and offer 
a facrifice upon AldnusV tomb, which he had ennch<r 
ed with the nobleft ornaments of architeAnre and 
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lodptnre* iie had giTcn orders that his own afiies, af* 
ter his death, fhould be carried into the fame tomb> 
tJiat fo tiiey might repofe with thofe of his dear mafier. 
each returning fpring, Sophronymus, impatient for 
the annual vifit, had his eyes condnttally turned to- 
wards the ihore, in order, as foon as pofHble, to def* 
cry the fhtp of AriAonous, which duly arrived at that 
feafon. every year had he the pleafure of feeing from 
afar that (hip, wfaidi was fo dear to him, fkimming the 
briny waves ; aod the coming of that fhip was to him 
infinitely more pleafing than all the graces of nature 
reviving in the fpring, after the rigours of the fevered 
winter. 

One year he looked, and looked again, but no ap« 
pearance of the longed-for veflel; hefighed bitterly,fad- 
nefs and fear were painted on his countenance, fweet 
deep fled far from his eyes, the moft exquifite meats no 
longer feemed pleaiant to him ; he was refllefs, alarm* 
ed at the fmalleft noife, ever turning towards the port | 
he was aiking every moment, if none had feen any 
ireflel coming from Ionia, he fpied one, but alas ! no 
Ariftonous was there, it carried only his a(hes in a fil'* 
W€T urn. Amphicles, an andenf friend of the deceafed, 
and much about the fame age, the faithful executor of 
his laft will, was brining, with a heavy heart, this urn. 
when he accofted Sophronymus, fpeech failed bodi, 
and. ihey expreiied themfelves only by mutual fobs : 
Sophronymus i^fiog kifled the urn, and watered it 
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vdth his tears, at leogtHlsroke filence thus: Oh ! mj 
dear old man, you conflituted the happinefs of my 
life» and you now caufe me the cruellefl of all afflic- 
tions ; I (hall ne;.ver fee you more ; death were delight- 
ful to me» did it bring me to fee you, and to attend 
you into the Elyfian fields, where your fhade enjoys 
the blifsfql peace, which the juft gods referve for virtue ; 
you reyived, inour-days,juftice, piety, and gratitude, 
VpOD earth ; you fhewed, in an age of iron, the good- 
oefs and innocence of the age of gold ; the gods before 
they crowned you in the manfion of the jud, granted 
you here below an happy, agreeable, and long life : 
but alas! what fhould have laded for ever is never 
long enough. I feel no more any pleafure in enjoying 
your gifts, dnce I am reduced to enjoy them without 
you. O dear fhade ! when fhall I follow you ? precious 
afhes, if yet you ought can feel, you will doubtlefs 
tafle the pleafure of mingling with thofe of Alcinus ; 
Viine fhall alfo join them one day ; in the mean time, 
all my confolation fhall be to preferve thofe remains 
of what I mofl beloved. O Ariftonous ! Ariflonous ! 
no, you fhall not die, you fhall live always in the in- 
mofl receffes of my heart : fooner fhall I forget myfelf, 
than ever forget that man, who fo much loved me, who 
fo much loved virtue, to whom I owed my all. 

After thefe words, interrupted with deep fighs, So- 
phronymus placed the urn in the tomb of Alcinus ; he 
ifhsiolated feveral vi^^ms, whofe blood overflowed 
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the idtars of turf, that furrounded the tomb ; he' pour- 
ed copious libations of wine and milk; he burned per- 
fumes, brought from the fartheft eafl, and an odorife- 
rous cloud arofe in the midft of the air^ Sophronymus 
inftituted funeral games, to be celebrated yearly at the 
fame feafon, in honour of Alcinus and Ariftonous. 
thither they came from the happy and fertile Caria; 
from the enchanted banks of Meander, which plays ill 
fo many windings, and feems reluctantly to quit the 
country which it waters ; from the ever-green banks 
of Cayfter, from the borders of Pa(5lolus, which rolls 
a golden fand beneath its waves; from Pamphilia^ 
which Ceres, Pomona, and Flora, drive emulous to 
adorn ; in fine, from the wide extended plains of Ci- 
lida, garden- like, watered by the torrents which fall 
from Taurus's top, white with everlafting fnows. dur- 
ing this fo folemn feafl, the young men and maidens 
clothed in trailing robes of fined lawn, whiter than 
the lilly, chanted hymns to the praife of Alcinus and 
Aridonous ; for there was no praifing of the one, with- 
out praiiing alfo the other, nor parting of two perfons 
fo clofely united, even after their difToIution. 

What is mod marvellous was, that upon the very 
firft day, while Sophronymus was making the libati- 
ons of wine and milk, a myrtle, of an exquifite ver- 
dure and odour, fprung up in the middle of the tomb> 
and reared, at once, its tufted head, to cover the two 
urns with its branches and fhadow. every one cried. 
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thst AriAonoaSy hi reward of his virtue, had been 
dumged ioco that beautifid tree. Sophronymus took 
care tO' water it himfelf, and to honour it as a divi- 
aifiy. that tree, far from growing old, renews itfelf 
efcrj' ten yeast ; and die gods have been pleafed to 
(hcwv by thi» wpader, that the virtue, which cafts ib 
fweet a perfiuBC npon the aiemory of men, can never, 
never die* 
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MELESICHTHON. 

FABLE IL 

MElefichthoD, born at Megara, of an illuftrious 
race among the Greeks, made it the whole 
fludy of his youth, to imitate in war the examples of 
his anceftors. he (ignalized his valour and tajents in 
feveral expeditions ; and as all his inclinations were to 
magnificence, he there made fo fumptuous a figure, that 
he quickly run out his fortune ; he was forced to retire 
to a country-houfe, upon the fea fide, where he lived 
in a profound folitude, with his wife Proxinoe* fhe 
had wit, courage, and fpirit ; her beauty and birth had 
made her courted by matches, much richer than Me* 
lefichthon ; but him fhe had preferred to all others, fole- 
ly for his merit, thefe two perfons, whofe virtue and 
affedion, had made them naturally happy for a courfe 
of feveral years, began now to render themfelves 
mutually unhappy, by the fympathy they had with 
each other. Melefichthon would have more eafily 
fupported his misfortunes, could he have fufTered 
them alone, and without a perfon who was fo dear 
to him. Proxinoe was fenfible that /he increaf^d the 

D 
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pains of Meleiichthon : they drove to comfort them- 
felves by two children, who feemed to have been form- 
ed by the Graces ; the fon was named Melibeos, and 
the daughter Poemenis. Melibeus, in a tender age» 
begun already to difcover (Irength, addrefs, and cott« 
rage ; at wredling, running, and the other exerdfes^ 
he out-did the children of the neighbourhood ; he would 
plunge into the fbrefts, nor were his arrows lefs fure 
than thofe of Apollo ; he followed that god (Ull more 
in the fdences and liberal arts, than in the exerdfes 
of the body. MeleGchthon, in his retirement, taught 
him whatever can improve or adorn the mind, what* 
ever can make virtue beloved, or regulate the man- 
ners. Melibeus had a fimple, mild, and ingenuous air, 
but noble, refolute, and bold : his father would cafl 
his eyes upon him, and his eyes would drown them- 
felves in tears. Poemenis was inflru^ed by her mo- 
ther in all the curious arts which Minerva hath given 
to men ; (he added to the mod: exquifite handy-works, 
the charms of a voice, which fhe joined to a lyre, more 
moving than that of Orpheus; to behold her, one 
would have thought it was young Diana, juft come 
forth from her native floating ifland ; her flaxen 
trcfTes were negligently tied behind, fome that had 
efcaped, waved upon her neck in the wind ; (he bad 
but a light garment, which a girdle tucked a little 
up, in order to be the fitter for adtion: without the 
foreign aid of ornament, fhe edipfed the moO; beau- 
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tifiil objedf> and yet fhe koewit not ; (he had eren 
sever dreamed of beholding herfelf in a fountain ; 
fhe faw none but her own fan)ily, and thought of 
nothing but her work, but the father, overwhelm- 
ed with cares, and finding his affairs irretrievable, 
(baght nothing but folitude: his wife and children 
vere his conftant rack ; he would often walk along 
the fhore to the foot of a huge rock, full of wild caves ; 
there would he deplore his misfortunes, and then 
often enter into a deq^-winding vale, which a thick 
wood hid from the rays of the fun, in all his meridi- 
an power: he would fit down upon the turf, which 
bordered a cryfhd fountain, and all the melancholy 
thoughts would return in crouds into his mind ; re- 
frefliiitg deep was far from his eyes, he no longer 
Ipoke but in moans, old-age came before the time, to 
wither and wrinkle his face; he forgot even all the 
wants of life, and funk down under his afflidion. 

One day as he was in this deep valley, he fell afleep . 
through wearinefs and wade of fpirits : then he faw in 
a dream, the goddefs Ceres, crowned with gilded ears 
of com, prefenting herfelf to him with a kind and ma- 
jeffic countenance, wherefore, faid fhe to him, calling 
him by his name, do you fu&r yourfelf to be deprefTed 
* by the rigours of fortune ? alas ! anfwered be, my friends 
Have forfaken me^ I have, no longer any fubflance, no- 
thing remains to me, but creditors, and layr-fuits ; my 
Urth crowns my misfortune ; I cannot bear the thought 
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of working like a flave, in order to earn my living. 

Then Ceres replied: doth nobility eonfift in po'f-' 
feffions ? doth it not rather coniifl in imitating the Vir- 
tue of one's anceftors ? there are none noble but fuch 
as are jufl. live upon little; earn that little by your 
labour ; be a burden to no body ; and you will be the 
Doblefl of men. mankind render themfelves miferable 
by foftnefs and falfe glory, if neceflaries are wanting 
to you, why would you owe them to any others than 
yourfelf ? do you want courage to give them to your- 
felf, by a laborious life ? 

She faid ; and forthwith prefented to him a golden 
plough, with an horn of plenty, then Bacchus ap- 
peared, crowned with ivy, and holding a thyrfe in his 
hand, he was followed by Pan, who played upon the 
flute, and made Fauns and Satyrs dance around. Po- 
mona next made her appearance, loaded vath fruits, 
and Flora bedecked with the livelieft and moft fragrant 
flowers ; ail the rural deities caft a favourable eye upon 
Melefichthon. 

He awoke, conceiving the force and meaning of 
this divine dream ; he felt himfelf cheared and full of 
tafle for ail the labours of a country life, he difclofed 
the dream to Proxinoe, who entered into all his fen- 
timents. the very next day they difmifled all their ufe- 
lefs fervants; no longer w.is to be feen about them 
any do medics, whofe fole employment was the fer- 
vice of their perfons ; they had now neither c&ariot, 
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nor charioteer : Proxinoe with Poemenis fpun as they 
tended their fheep ; afterwards they made their webs 
and ftufis ; then they cut and fewed their own doathsy 
and thofe of the reft of their family : in place of the 
works of filk, gold, and filver, which they had wont 
to make with the exquiiite art of Minerva, they now 
exerdled their fingers only at the fpindle, or fuch 
like humble toils; they prepared with their own 
hands, the herbs which they gathered in their garden, 
for the food of the whole houfe ; the milk of their 
flock, which they went and milked themfelves, com- 
pleted their plentiful chear ; they bought nothing, all 
was prepared with propriety and eafe: every thing 
was good, fimple, natural, feafoned by appetite, infe- 
parable from fobriety and labour. 

In this rural life, every thing about them was clean 
and neat ; all the tapeftry was fold, but the walls of 
the houfe were white, nor was ought to be feen any 
where flovenly, or out of order; the furniture was 
never covered with duft ; the beds were of fluffs, coarle, 
but decent ; the very kitchen had a neatnefs, not to 
be found in great houfes, every thing there was finely 
difpofed and (hining. to regale the family on holi- 
days, Proxinoe would bake delicious cakes ; fhe had 
bees, whofe honey was fweeter than that which flowed 
from the trunks of hollow oaks, during the golden 
age. the cows came of themfelves to offer floods of 
milk ; that laborious houfewife had in her garden all the 
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plants ufeful for the food of many io each {eafon, and 
was always the^firfl to have the fruits and herbs m their 
refpedive times; (he had even a great many flowers, 
whereof (he fold a part, after having employed the odier 
in the adorning of her houie. the daughter fecooded 
the mother, and tafted.no other pleafure than that of 
finging while (he worked, or tended her flocks in the 
paftures; no other flock equalled hers, nor contagioo, 
nor wolves durft approach it ; as flie fuog her tender 
lambkins danced upon the grafs, and all the echoes a- 
round feemed to take pleafure in repeating her fongs. 

Melefichthon manured himfelf his field, himfeif 
drove his plough, himfelf fowed and reaped ; he found 
the toils of agriculture lefs hard, more innocent, and 
more ufeful than thofe of war. fcarce had he mowed 
the tender grafs of his meadows, when he hafted to 
carry oflT the gifts of Ceres, which paid him an hun- 
dredfold his feed, quickly Bacchus diftilled for him, 
a nedlar worthy of the table of the gods; Minerva 
gave him alfo the fruit of her tree, which is fo ufeful 
to man. winter was the feafon of reft, wherein the 
whole family aflembled, tafted an innocent joy, and 
thanked the gods for being fo difabufed of falfe plea- 
fures. they eat no meat, but in their facrifioes, and 
their flocks were deftined folely for the altars. 

Melibeus difcovered fcarce any of the paifions of 
youth; he tended the larger cattle, he felled great 
oaks in the foreib, he dug little canals to water the 
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meadows, he was iodefatigaUe in eafiog his father; 
his pleafares, when labour was not in feafon, were 
hantingt ninning with young perfons of his own age, 
and reading, <^ which his father had given him a 
tafte. 

In a Tery little time Melefichthon, by accufloming 
inmfelf to a fimple life, found himfelf richer than he 
had been before ; he had indeed only the necefTaries 
of ^9 but he had them all in abundance ; he had lit- 
tle or DO fodety, but in his own family ; they aU lo- 
Ted one another, and rendered themfelves mutually hap- 
py ; they lived far from the palaces of kings, and from 
the pleafures that are bought fo dearj theirs were 
fweet, innocent, fimple, eafy to be found, and with- 
out any dangerous confequence. thus were Melibeus 
and Poemenis bred up in the tafle of rural toils ; they 
remembred their birth, only in order to have the more 
courage in fupporting poverty, plenty returning in- 
to that houfe, brought back no pride with it; the 
whole family were flill fimple and laborious, when 
every body would be faying to Melefichthon, riches 
flow again upon you, it is time to reafTume your 
ancient fplendor, he would make this anfwer, whe- 
ther would you have me attach myfelf to the page- 
antry which was my undoing, or to a fimple and la- 
borious life, which hath rendered me rich and happy ? 
at length, finding himfelf one day in that darkfome 
woody where Ceres had inftru^ed him by fo ufeful a 
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clmnii he bid him down tipoa die gnfi, 

Joy il ht hid had aogniih the tboe faefare. ke fil »- 

fUltpi and the goddeft appearing to laa, sis is fiir- 

mar dreamt befpoke htm b thefe votdi: 

conrifti in receiTuig Dothbg from aoj, 

good to othen • rtcmc, therefore, 

the fruitful womb of the earth, and 

Ubour I beware of ever quittbg thrauglk SoBrndk or 

vain*gloryi what it the natural and innhanftWeibgce 

of ideniy. 



AklSTEUS Af^D VtRGIL. 

FABLE III. 

VIRCIIL being come down into the lower regi- 
ons, entered into the happy plains, where the 
heroes, and men infpired by the gods, pafled a blifsful 
life, on lawns, ever enamelled with flowers, and inter- 
fedted by a thoufand dreams. 
• Straightway the (hepherd Arifteus, who was there 
ih the number of the demi-gods, advanced towards 
bim, having learned his name, what joy have I, faid 
he, to fee fo great a poet : your verfcs flow more 
fmoothly than the d«w upon the tender blade ; fo fweet 
their harmony, that they diiTolve the heart, and melt 
the eyes to tears of rapture : you have made fome up- 
on me, and my bees, that Homer himfelf might be 
jealous of; I owe as much to you as to Sol and Gy- 
rene, the glory I enjoy, it is not yet long fince I re- 
cited thofe fo tender and delicate verfes to Linus, He- 
fiod, and Homer: after hearing them, they went all 
three and drank of the water of the river Lethe, in 
order to forget them, fo much were they mortified to 
revolve in their memory, verfes fo worthy of them, 
which they had not made, you know the jealoufy of 
the poet-tribe; come then, and take your place amongft 
them, it will be but a very forry one, replied Virgil, 
fince they are fo jealous } I (hall have but uncomfort- 
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abl^ hours to j^f? in their company | I (ee phuJy 
your bees were oot more eafily provdced, thin dit 
fpirit of the poets, it is true, replied Arifteus, they 
buz like bees ; like them, they have a piercing (Ung, 
to dart into whatever inflames their wrath. I fiiail havf 
alfo, faid Virgil, another great man to deal with» and 
that is the divine Orpheus, how do you live with him I 
badly cnougbf anfwered Arifteus ; he is (UIl jealoua 
of his wife, as the other three are of the glory of their 
verfes : but as for. you, he wtU reoave yoa well, as 
yon have treated him honoiiraUy, and have fpobi 
much more modefUy than Ovid». of his quarrel witl^ 
the women of Thrace, who biitdiered him. bnt tarry 
we no longer; let us enter into yon facred grove, wf^ 
tered with fo many fountains, clearer than the ^(lal; 
you (hall fee that the whole iacred band will rile lo d^ 
you honour, do you not hear already Orpheus' lyre { 
hark ! Linus fiogs the gods aad giants fight ; Homec 
prepares to fing Achilles revenging Fatrodus' death 
by that of Hedlor : but Hefiod is the ihade you have 
moft to fear ; for by the humour he ts of, he will rage 
that you have dared to treat, with fo much elegance, 
all rural things which were his proper portion, fearce 
had Arifteus finiihed thefe WQrds., when they arrived 
in that cool (hade, where reigns an eternal eBthuiibUm» 
which po(re(res thofe divine bards, they all rofe op ;. 
Virgil was made to (it down, and fooo was pray^ to 
fmg his veries ; be iung them^ at fixft». with modofty* 
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mod then with tUmfport ; the moft jealotis felt» to fpite 
of themfelTes, a fweetnefs that raviflied them; Or- 
pheus' lyre, which had endiadted the rocks and woods, 
dropt out of his hands, and the briny tears trickled 
from hit eyes ; Homer forgot, ^r a moment, the ra- 
pid magnificence of the Iliad, and the pleaiing yane- 
ty of the Odyfley ; Linus thought thofe beautiful ver- 
ies had been made by his father Apollo, and he fat 
motionlefs, flruck, and fufpended by the tender me- 
lody; old Hefiod moved, c6uld ndt withdand the 
diarfllk at lefigthi ooming a little to himfelf, he pro- 
aodboed the& words/ full of jealoufy and indigna- 
tioa : O Virgil^ thdil h^d m^ terfes more lafting 
than the brafi ot bronze ! but I foretel thee, that the 
irorld fliaJl fee one day a boy, who fhall trandate thy 
tetik into h\i natite tongue, atid (hart with the6 the 
f lory then rf having fang the htMk 
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THE PERSIAN. 



F A B L E IV. 

SHAH Abbas, King of Periia, being once upont 
progreis, rode off from his court, in order to pa& 
through the country incognito, and to fee the. people 
in all their native liberty : he took only one of his cour- 
tiers with him. I am quite a Granger, faid the King to 
l)i m , to the real manners of men ; whatever approacheth 
us is difguifcd ; it i^ art, and not fimple nature, which 
flicws iifcif to us. I mean to fludy the country life, and 
to fee tiiat fpecics of men, which is fo much defpifed^ 
aliho' they be the true fupport of all human fociety. I 
am weary of feeing courtiers, who watch my every 
motion, to take advantage of me by flattery ; I muft 
go and fee hu(bandmen and fhephcrds, who know me 
not. he pa/Tcd, with his confident, thro' the midft of 
fcvcral villages, where the peafants were a dancing ; 
and was ravifhcd to find, far from courts, calm and 
uncxpcnfive pleafures. he made a meal in a cottage; 
4nd, as he was very hungry after walking more thaa 
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linary, the homely cheer he met with, feemed to 
I more pleafant than all the exquifite meats of his 
le. in paifiog through a flowery meadow, which 
dered a cryftal flreara, he fpied a youthful fhepherd 
^ng upon the pipe, in the (hade of a lofty elm, his 
;p feeding pleafantly by. he makes up, and exa- 
les him ; he finds his phyfiogoomy agreeable, his 
fimple and ingenuous, but noble and graceful ; the 
s wherewith the fwain was clothed, did not at all 
linifh the luftre of his beauty, the kmg thought at 
: that this was fome perfon of illuflrious birth in 
^ife ; but he was informed by the youth, that his 
ler and mother were in a neighbouring village, and 
t his name was Alibeg. the more the King quedion- 
him, the more he admired his folidity and under- 
ading. his eyes were quick, but had nothing fiery 
wild ; his voice was fweet, engaging, and affedting; 
countenance had nothing coarfe, but it was not a 
t and effeminate beauty, the fhepherd, about fix- 
o, had no notion of his being fuch as he appeared 
others ; he imagined tliat he thought, that he fpoke, 
Lt he was made like the other fwains of his village ; 
r, without education, he had learned all that rea- 
i teaches thofe who give ear to her, the King, af- 
• fome familiar converfation, was charmed with him ; 
learned from him every thing about the flatc of the 
Dple, which Kings never hear from the croud of 
tterers that furround them ; he would now and then 
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finite it the tsativt fimjrficity of the lad, who WM pO< 
fe^ free in his aofwert : it wai no fiiiall fiOfelty t§ 
the King to hear aoy ttlk fo nataraliy : he mufe t 
fign to hit ittendant not to difcover that he was ikt 
King; for he feared left Aiibeg ihoold lofe, in a ttO* 
menty all his freedom and grace* did he come to kno# 
before whom he fpoke. I fee plainly* faid the PrinOft 
to the courtier* that nature it no lefs beaatiful in the 
lowed, than in the higheft conditions. ncTer did King*! 
child appear better bom, than thh boy who keepi 
Iheep ; too happy fhould I think myfelf to ha^e a (oi 
as handfome, as feniible, and a9 amiable ; he feems to 
toe fit for any thing, and, if care is taken to inftmd 
him, this will farely one day be a great mafi. I am re* 
folved to hare him educated under my own eye. the 
King carried off Aiibeg, who was not a little furprif- 
ed to underftand to whom he had made himfelf agree* 
able, he was taught to read, to write, to fing, and af* 
terwards mafters were given him for the arts and fci* 
tnces which adem the mind, at firft, he was a littlt 
dazzled with the fplendor of the court ; and his great 
change of fortune made fome fmall change on hit 
heart ; his youth, and ihare of favour joined toother* 
fomewhat altered his wifclom and moderation ; in* 
(lead of his crook, pipe, and fhepherd's humble gar* 
meot, he put on a purple robe, embroidered with gold* 
and a turban, covered with precious flones ; his beauty 
•dipiiMi all that the court could boaft of as moft agree* 
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abk I be rendered btm^capiUe of die »oft feri^qt* 
affiMrSy Md merited dK eoofidenoe of his 9tfter» wh» 
knQWH^ Alibeg'9 exqoifite ufle m whatever bekaf* 
ed to the mftgDificeoce of a palace, beftowed on bkn 
at kpgdi a charge "fcrj confiderable in Ferfia* which 
ia that of ke^g ali the Prioce's jevda aid raluaUt 
fttroitiire. 

Dminf the whole life of the great Sliah Abhaf» 
Alibeg cDQttnned to grow io faroor* aa he advanced 
to riper Tcers, he at length remembred hta ancleai 
coadittoo, and often woold he regret \u O glofioua 
dajs 1 would he hy to his^tf^ iaoQceot dajs, daya 
wherein i tailed piiro, and umodangeredjoys; days* 
Gnce which I hafe fee&noee lb pkafant ; ftall I never 
fee 70U agaift ? he, who deprived aoe of yoo, hj giv« 
iag mt fo great ikb&s^ hath robbed me of my all. he 
wo«M needs go and re-vifit hi) vtll^e.. he was kB&^ 
hiy afioSftd ie all th^ ptacea where he had formerly 
daneedt ittng, and. hfewn the pipe with hia coopaai^ 
ona : he n^ade (boae ietileneat upon all hts relattona 
and friends ; hut he recon»iended it to them^ as \hef 
vahied their happinefa» never to ^uit the raral hfe« noc 
oaqfiole theiBafelvcs tO) the miafertjunes of a court. 

Thefe aotaiortujies h^ e^eri/eneed after the deatb 
of hift good mafter Shah Abbaa^ who waa facceeded \Bif 
hia foB Shahi Sephi^ fomo oourtiera^ fail of eavy and 
artifice, found means to prepoflefa him agaiaft Alibeg,. 
bo hath ahiifo4- bii> tiieya the bto Kingfa coofidfince^s; 
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lie hath amafled immeDfe treafures, and imb 
many things of the higheft value, which were 
mitted to his charge. Shah Sephi was at once ] 
and a prince ; this was more than fufficient to 
him credulous, indolent, and inconGderate ; li 
the vanity to pretend to reform what his fath< 
done, and to judge better than he. in order to! 
pretext to difpoffefs Alibeg of his office, he c 
him, by the advice of his envious courtiers, to 
htm a fcimitar, fet with diamonds of an immec 
lue, which the King, his grand-father, had w« 
wear in battle. Shah Abbas had formerly caufi 
thofe fine diamonds to be taken off from that 
tar ; and Alibeg, proved, by unexceptionable witi 
that the thing had been done by the late King's < 
before the office had been given him. when A] 
enemies faw that they could no longer avail them 
of this pretence to deftroy him, they advifed 
Sephi to command him to make out, within the 
of fifteen days, an exadl inventory of all the pr( 
moveables with which he was entrufted. at the e 
fifteen days he defired to fee all the things hii 
Alibeg opened all the doors to him, and fhewec 
every thing he had in his cuftody ; nothing was ^ 
ihg, all was neat, properly difpofed, and pref 
with the greateft care.* the King, aftoniflied tc 
every where fo much order and exadlnefs, had a 
received Alibeg again into favour, when he fpi< 
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«t flie dnd of a great gallery, full of very coftly furni- 
ture, an iron door, which had three great locks, it is 
there, wbifpered the jealous courtier^, Alibeg has hid 
all the predbus things he has robbed you of. immedi- 
ately the King in rage, cried out, I want to fee ^hat is 
within that door ; what have you put there ? fhew me 
Indantly. at thefe words Alibeg threw himfelf on his 
Icnees, conjuring him in the name of God, not to take 
from him what he held mod precious upon earth, it is 
oot juft, faid he, that I fhould lofe, in a moment, my 
only remnant, my fole refuge, after having toilpd Co 
many years in the fervice of the King, your father: 
take from me, if you pleafe, all the reft, but leave me 
only this, the King made not the fmalleft doubt but 
this was fome ill-got treafure, which Alibeg had amaf- 
ied, he afliimed therefore an higher tone, and infifted 
ablblutely that the door fhould be opened, at lad Ali- 
beg, who had the keys, opened it himfelf. nothing was 
there found in that repofitory but the crook, the pipe, 
and fhepherd's garment, which Alibeg had formerly 
worn, and which he oft re-vifited with joy, for fear of 
forgetting his primitive condition, behold, faid he, O 
great King, the precious remnants of my ancient hap- 
pinefs; neither fortune, nor your power, hath been 
able to take them from me ; behold my treafure which 
I keep to enrich myfelf, when you fhall have made 
aie. poor; take back all the red, but leave me thefe 
4ear pledges of my fird edate i thefe are true pof* 
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fefEonSy which will ne?er fgil me; thde tie die fim* 
plcy innocent p6iIeifions» ever comfortabk to foch u 
can be content with the neceflkry, and torinent not 
themfelves about the fuperfloons; thefe are the poficfr 
^ons whereof liberty and fafetj-are the fruits; the& 
are the pofTeiEons which never have given me one iaOf 
inent*s uneaiiners ; O dear inftruments of a fimj^ and 
happy life ! I love nought but you ; with you I wiih tQ 
live and die ; why fhould other deceitfal goods have 
come to beguile me, and. to difturb the repbfe of my 
life? I reftore to you, great King, all thole ricb» 
which accrue to me from your hberality; I keep only 
what I had, when the King your father came, by hif 
favours, to make me unhappy. 

The King hearing thefe words, and perceiving the 
innocence of Alibeg, was filled with indignation ar 
gaind the courtiers, who had aimed at his deftrudtir 
on, and baoifhed them for ever from his prefence. A- 
libeg became his principal officer, and was intruded 
with the mod fecret affairs, but daily did he re-vifit 
his crook, his pipe, and ancient raiment, which he 
held always ready in his treafure, in order to re-afTume 
them, whenever inconftant fortune fhould interrupt 
his favour, he died in an extreme old age, without 
having ever defired either to punifh his enemies, or to 
amafs an edate ; and leaving his relations only wher^ 
withal to live in the flation of fhepherds, which he 
thought always the f^eil and happlefi^ 
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THERE vha a young man, more beauteous than 
the day, darned Rofimund, and who had as much 
li^t and virtue, as his elder brother Brarointh was 
komdy, difagreeable, brutal, and wicked, their mo- 
ther, who abhorred her eldeft foo, made the younger 
di€ darling of her eyes. Braminth, fhing with jealoufy 
and envy, devifed an horiid calumny to dedroy his 
ftrother. he told his father that Rofimund made a prac- 
tice of going to a neighbour's, who was his mortal 
enemy, to report to him whatever pafTed at home, and 
to furnifh him with the means of poifoning his fa- 
ther, the father, in a violent pafEon, beat his foa 
crtidly, laid him weltering in blood, then confined 
him> ^ree days without fuftenance, and, laft of all^ 
tofa^d hi» out of his houfe^ threatmng him with 
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death if he ever returned, the mother, liri^iiBd 
her witf , durft not fay a word, oor Teat Iki 
hue in moanful (ighs. the lad went cxjmg avaj; aad 
not knowing whither to retreat, ftraggjkd, m w aid s e- 
vcnisg, intp ^. great wood. Dight orenook liini at the 
foot of A rock ; he laid him down at a cave's month, 
upon a niofTy carpet, where glided a limpid ftrcam, and 
there, thro* wearinefs, he fell afleep. 

NVaking at break of day, he beheld a be a ut if ul wo- 
nmn, mounted on a grey palfrey, with fumhnie of 
gulii ciubroidery, who appeared to be gobg to the 
i*h4ce, have you not feen, faid (he to him, a flag and 
dogi piifi thif way ? he anfwered, no. mcthinks yoa 
Hri? in dillr«ff» faid the hMntrefs; what is the matter 
with yoii \ be comforted, young man, and take this 
\\\\^% which will render you the happieft and moft 
puwri ful of men, provided you never abufe it : when 
yf)U turn the diamond inward, you will inftantly be- 
iomo invilibic; whenever you turn it outward, yoa 
{\\a\\ Appear plainly ; when yon put the ring on your 
\\{\U finger, you (hall feem the King's -fon, attended 
by a magnificent coqrt ; when you clap it on your ring 
finjc{<^r, you (Imll appear ii> your own likenefs. the 
youth now underflood that it was a fairy who thus 
fpokc to him, which (he had no fooner done, than (he 
plunged into the woods, as for him, he (Iraightway re- 
turned home to hit father's, impatient to make trial 
i^flm ring, he faw and heard undifcovered whatever 
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lie pfeafed ; he had it now in his power to revenge him- • 
feif of his brother, without being expofed to any dan« 
ger ; he ihewed himfelf only to his mother, embraced 
her, and told her all his wonderful adventure, after- 
wards , clapping the inchanted ring on his little fin- 
ger, he appeared, all of a fudden, like the Prince royal, ' 
with an hundred fine caparifoned horfes, and a great 
number of officers, in rich array, his father was not 
a little aftonifhed to fee the King's fon in his humble' 
habitation; he was quite confounded, and at a lofs. 
how to pay him due refpedt. then Rofimund afked- 
him, bow many fons he had? two, replied the father. • 
I want to fee them ; call them prefently, faid the pre- 
tended prince : I mean to carry them both to court, in 
order to make their fortune, the father, in a panic, 
anfwered with a faultering voice, behold the eldeft,- 
whom I here prefent to you. where pray is the younger,: 
i muft have him too, faid Rofimund.. he is not here, 
replied the father ; I had chaftifed him for a fault, and 
he has riin away from me. then Rofimund faid to him, 
you fiiould have inflruded him, but not driven him 
from your houfe: give me, however, the elder; let. 
bim follow me, and do you, faid he, fpeaking to the 
father, go along with two guards, who will condudt. 
you to the place I (hall appoint, ftraightway two 
guards carried off the father ; and the fairy above- 
mentioned, meeting him in a foreft, fmote him with 
a gplden wand> and made him enter into a dark and 
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deep cayeroy Vfhtrc he reraaiiied indhafited. aKde« 
there, faid fhe, till your fon come and fetch 3^00 put. ia • 
the mean while the fbn went to the King*s court, at a 
time when the. young Prince had embarked, in order 
to make war in a didant ifland. he had been driven by 
the winds upon unknown coafls, where after fliip- 
wreck, he remained captive with a favage people. Ro* 
fimund appeared at court as if he had been the Prince, 
whofe lofs was univerfally lamented, he faid he had 
got fafe home by the help of fome merchants, with- 
CRit whom he fhould certainly have periflied. the pob- 
lie mourning now was turned to joy. the King ap^ 
peared fb tranfported that he could not {peak, but 
long did he embrace, and longer would hare embraced 
that fon he had imagined dead, the Queen was, if pof- 
fible, flill more affeded. the greateft rejoicings were 
made throughout the whole kingdom. 

One day he who pafTed for the Prince, (aid to his 
thie brother Braminth, you fee I have brought yoa 
out of your village in order to make your fortni^e; 
but I know that you are a lyar, and that you have by 
your calumnies, occafioned the misfortune of your 
brother Rofimund ; he is here conceaJed ; I will have 
you to fpeak to him, and he (hall confront you. Bra- 
minth trembling, threw himfelf at his feet, and cott'^ 
feiTed his fault, no matter, faid Rofimund, I will have 
you to fpeak to your brother, and to aflc him par- 
dds; he will be very geoecoos if he forgtre yoa> yoa 
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'?• iot de&nre it; He is in my doki, where yoii (hall 
fee iiiin prefently ; in the mean time, I will go iota 
the dezt apartment, to leave you more at liberty with 
hiin. Bfaminth made obeifance, and went towards the 
doiet : inftantly RoOmuod fhifted his ring, pafTed 
thro' the adjoining room, and entered by a back-doov 
ID his hatCiral ihape, in whidi Braminth was not a 
little abaihed to fee him. he afked his pardon, and pro4 
miied reparation of all his faults. Rofimund embra* 
ced hijqi with tears, forgave him, and faid to him, I 
^m io high favour with the Prince ; it is in my power 
to have you put to death, or to confine you for life in 
t dungeon; but I will be as indulgent to you as yoii 
hai^ebeen cruel to me. Braminth, afhamed and con* 
founded, anfwered with great fubmifHon, not daring 
to lift up his eyes, nor to call him brother. Soon after 
this interview, Rofimund pretended to make a fecret 
expedition, in order to efpoufe a Princefs of a neigh^ 
bouring kingdom ; but under this pretext he went to 
fee his mother, to whom he related all he had done at 
court, and gave her in her need fome fmali fupply of 
inoney; for the King allowed him to take whatever 
lie had a mind, but he never abufed that indulgence. 
tocsin while there broke out a furious war between th^ 
"Xing and a neighbouring monarch, who regarded 
neither faith, nor judice. Rofimund repaired to iht 
hiMih King's court, and by means of hi» ring got in* 
ko idt ^c fecret counfiU of that Pripcc^ repMimng all 
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the while inyifible : he improved aH he leariKd ol 
the epemy's meafuresy towards preventiog and dif« 
concertiog him ; he commanded the anny againft him ; 
he iotirely defeated lum in a bloody battle, and quick- 
ly concluded with him an honourable peacey upon e- 
^uitable conditions. 

The King now turned his thoughts whoUy upon 
marrying his fon to a Princefs, who was heirefs of a 
neighbouring kingdom, and fairer than the Graces 
themfehes. but one day as RoCmund was gone a 
hunting in the fame foreft, where he had formerly 
met the fairy, (he prefented herfelf to him. beware» 
faid (he, with an awful voice, of marrying as though 
you were the Prince ; you muft deceive no body ; it is 
but juft that the Prince, for whom you are taken, return^ 
and fucceed to the King his father, go, therefore, with« 
out delay, and feek him out in an ifland, whither the 
winds, which I (hall fend to fwell your fails, (hall, 
without difHculty, waft you. hafte to render this fer* 
vice to your maftcr, however contrary to what might 
'flatter your ambition, and think of returning, like an 
honeft man, to your native ftation; if you. do it not, 
you will be unjuft and unhappy, and I will abandon 
you to your antient woes. Rofimund made no heii- 
tation to improve the wife advice, upon pretence of 
undertaking a fecret negotiation in a neighbouring 
ftate, he embarked on board a (hip, and the winds 
bore him prefently to the ifland^ where the fairy bad 
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told hkri the King's trae (bo was, this Prince, Sill cap* 
Uwt wkh tlie fiivage peo^, was employed io keeping 
iheep. Rofimaod iariiible» went to the paAures where 
he cendcd his floek, aod cer«red him with his owa 
dotk* which was ifiyifible as himfelf* he delivered him 
out of the hands of the eruei peopie* they embarked 
tbgether, and other wiads. obedient to the fairy, wafted 
them back : they arrived tog/ether in the King^s apart'* 
ipent* Rofinund prefeoted himielf to him, and faid, 
]Foa have believed me your foo ; I am oot, but here I 
lieftore him to yoo ; behold your foo himfelf. the 
Kiogt gready aflooiihedf addrefled himfelf to his fon» 
Ikying; is it not you, my foo, who have vanquifhed 
Ay eoemies, and gJbriouHy (Iruck the peace : or is 
u troo that yoo fufiered ihipwred^, that you have 
bceo a captive, and that Rofimuod hath delivered 
3rou ? even (b, my father, replied the Prince ; it is he 
irbo easlie over into the country, where I was a cap- 
tivSe, and brought me fafe away ; to him I owe my li* 
berty, and the pleaAire of feeing you again ; to him, 
■ot me, are you iadebted for vi<3ory and peace, the 
KiBg could not beKeve what was told him ; but Rofi- 
awDd ftftftiog his ring, (hewed himfelf to the King in 
Ibe Ukeoefs of the Prince ; and the King, io terror 
and aaiaze, faw aa onee two perfoas, each feemingly 
his totiL 

The King at laft folly fatisfied, OtTered immenfe 
fiiois fo Rofnrniad for fo many fervicesj but he mo* 
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deftly refufed them, and reqaefted only of the King 
the favour to continue his brother Braminth in a place 
he held at court ; as for himfelf» he feared the incoa- 
flancy of fortune, the envy of men, and his own frail- 
ty, he chofe, therefore, to retire to his village with his 
mother, where he chearfully returned to the ploag^. 

The fairy, whom he faw again in the woods, (hewed 
him the cavern where his father was, and told him the 
words he mufl pronounce, in order to fet him free.- 
thofe words he pronounced with a very fenfible joy; 
.he delivered his father, which he had long been impa- 
tient to do, and gave him wherewithal to pafs his old 
age comfortably, thus RoCmund was a benefa6h>r to 
his whole family, and had the pleafure of doing good 
to all thofe who had meant to do him evil, after hav- 
ing done fo much for the court, he defired nothing of 
it, but the liberty of living far from its corruption, to 
crown his wifdom, he feared left his ring fhould tempt 
him to leave his fblitude, and re-engage him in pub- 
lic affairs : under this apprehenfion, he returned into 
the wood, where the fairy had appeared to him fo fa- 
vourably ; he took daily walks by the cavern, where 
he had had the happinefs of feeing her heretofore : and 
this he did, in hopes to fee her again, at length fhe 
prefeoted herfelf to him, and he gave her back the in- 
chanted ring. I return to you, faid he, a gift, as dan- 
gerous as it is valuable, a gift fo eafy to be abufed ; I 
(hall not think myfelfin fafety, fo long as I poffels 
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fiich a temptation to quit my folitade, \^th fo many 
means to gratify all my paiEons. 

"While Rofimund was returning the ring, Braminth» 
ygfhok wicked difpofition was no ways corrected, gave 
himfelf up to all his paffionsy and would needs engage 
the young Prince, who was become King, to ufe Ro- 
fimund unworthily, the fairy, knowing his praAices» 
told Rofimund; your brother, ftill aljring incendiary, 
has been endeavouring to render you fufpeded to the 
new King, and to work your ruin ; he deferves to be 
punifhed, and he muft needs perifh : I will go and give 
him this ring which you return to me. Rofimund be- 
wailed his brother's fate, and then faid to the fairy ; 
how do you mean to punifh him by fo wonderful a 
prefent ? he will abufe it to the perfecuting of all the 
good, and to the attaining of a boundlefs power. . the 
fame things, replied the fairy, are a blelEng to fome, 
and a curfe to others ; profperity is the fource of all 
evils to the wicked ; the effe^al way to punifh a vil- 
lain is to render him very powerful, which will make 
him run headlong to defbudion. 

She then fet out for the palace, "vdiere ihe fhewed 
herfelf to Braminth, in the fhape of an old woman, 
cloathed in rags : (he told him, I have recovered out 
of your brother's hands, the ring which I had lent him, 
and wherewithal he had acquired fo much glory; 
here, receive it from me, and take heed what ufe you 
ihall make of it. Braminth replied^ with a fmile ; I 
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(haH not do like mj brofber, irfao was fboKfli etoq^ 
to go in qued of the Prince, wheo be tai^ haft t«igB« 
od IB his place. 

BramiDthyDOW mafler of ^e fmgfnatd€n Ym ^Mk 
bufioefs to dtfcovcr the feorett of all faaiiies, to cam* 
mit treacheries, morders, fillaioies; to overbear ibf 
King's counfels, and to dtfraod prtfate peribos al 
their property* bis invifible crimes aftooiflied t^fkrf 
body, the King percei?tng fo many fecret» dtfcorcr^ 
ed, was at a lofs to what to afcribe thisioeonfeiiitiKt) 
but the boundkfs profpcrity, and txccfive mfoltM^ 
of Braminth, made hiai fnfpcd that be bad got kk 
brother's iDchaated ting, io order to 4eted hm, hi 
employed a foreigner of aa boftile na«aft^ and gtH 
bim a great foro of money to work witbaL tbit «nm 
came to Brainintb by night, aad offered him oa ibi 
prt of the adrerfe King, immenfe riches and hoMomnj 
if he wouki let bim know, by proper fpies, wbatefCf 
be could learn of bis royal mailer's fecrets. 

Bramrncb readily procnifcd erery thing, and kadi 
himfelf even carried to a certain place, where a Ttfy 
large fum was advanced him, aa an earneft of bis re- 
ward, in his inebriation of joy, he booftcd of hansg i 
ling that rendered him invifible. next naorntog tba 
King fent lor him, and ordered bim to be fcized and 
fearched ; tbe ring was ukca from bim, and papen 
were foond upon him, which fiifBdemly proved bit 
crkxKa. Rofimund cane to court to^ ifiterccde &» bi| 
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brother's pardon, but it «as refufed him. Braminth 
was put to death ; and fo the ring proved more fatal 
to him,- than it had been ufeful to his brother. 

The King to comfort Rofimund for the juft pu- 
Difhment of Braminth, reftored to him the ring, as 
the mod ineflimable prefent he could make him. the 
afflided RoGmund judged not fo ; but haftcd back to 
the woods ifi queft of the £iiiry. here, faid be^take yoar 
ring ; my brother's fad experience hath fully explain- 
ed to me what I did not fo clearly comprehend at 
Brfk when you told it me ; keep that fatal inftrument 
^ my brother's rutn ; alas ! he had been yet alife ; 
Ke would Bot have brought the grey hairs of my fa- 
ther and mother with (hame and forrow to the grate; 
he might 9 perhaps, hate become wiie and happy, had 
lie netcr had wherewithal to gratify his defires ! Obt 
liow dangerous a thing it is to hate mort power tbaft 
other men I take back your mg ; wo to thofe «pOft 
VhoRi yoQ fliall btlbw it ; the only fatour I requeft 
0f you k, Mter to give it ai»y perfoa 'm whoa I tfi 
•Mcetacd. 
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FABLE VI. 

A Country-woman chancing to be acquainted with 
a neighbouring fairy, invited her to one of her in- 
lyingSy at which (he had a daughter, the fairy took the 
child into her arms as foon as it was born, and faid 
to the mother, take your choice ; your daughter (hall 
be» if you will, beauteous as the day, of a wit (till 
brighter than her beauty, and Queen of a great kbg- 
dom, but unhappy; or elfe (he (hall be an homely 
country-woman like yourfelf, but contented in hjer 
condition, the woman chofe inftantly for the child 
beauty and wit, with a crown, at the hazard of any 
unhappinefs. and now behold the little girl, whofe 
beauty begins already to edipfe all that the world ever 
faw ; her temper was foft, polite, and engaging ; (he 
learned whatever they pleafed to teach her, and foon 
knew it beter than thofe that taught her ; (he would 
dance upon the grafs of a holiday, with more grace 
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than all her comparuons ; her voice was more moyiog 
than any inftrument of mufic, and the foogs (he fang . 
were of her^own compofition. for fome time (he did 
not know that (he was beautiful ; but playing one .day. 
with her companions, by the fide of a cryflal fountain, 
(he chanced to fee herfelf ; (he took notice how difie- 
rent>(he wasfrom the reft ; (he admired herfelf; the 
vhol& country, who flocked to fee her, made her ftill 
more confcious of her charms, her mother relying up- 
on the fairy's predidtions, looked upon her already 
as a Queen, and fpoiled her by her indulgence : the 
young woman would neither (pin, nor (ew, nor tend 
the (heep; (he amufed herfelf in gathering flowers, in 
deddng her head with them, in (inging and dandng 
in the. (hady groves. 

The King of that country was a very powerful . 
Prince, and had an only fon named Rofimund, whom 
he defired to marry, he would never hear of any Prin- 
ce(s of the neighbouring kingdoms, a fairy having af- 
fured him, that he (hould find a country maid, more 
beautiful and more accomplifhed than all the Prin- 
cefles in the world, he took a refolution to caufe all 
the .country lafles of his kingdom, under eighteen years 
of age, to be affembled, in order to make choice of the 
perfon moft .worthy to be chofen. there were prefent- 
ly excluded vaft numbers of girls, who poflcffed but 
an ordinary beauty, and thirty were fele^ed, who in- 
finitely furpaiTed all the reft. Florifa (fuch was oar. 
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dtmTert ntme) bad no difficulty tQ be |itt fo fhi^ 
iramber. thefe thirty maids were rang.^ b the nkidk 
of a great ball, io a kind of amphitbeatre* where tbt 
Ktog aod bis Ton might behold there all at once. Flo* 
rifa appeared forthwith amiddthe reft, wbatabemtifui 
anemone would appear amongft marigolda, or what a 
flDoriibing oraoge-tree would appear aaidft wild 
buflies. the King cried out, that (ha dcfimrcd fait eimni. 
Ro&mand thought himfclf happy to poffcfi Fiorifii^ 
her country cloaths were pulled off, aod others givei 
her, embroidered all with gold; ia ao uftaai flie fitw 
hsrfelf coveted with pearls aod ifiamonds; m gnm 
number of ladies were occupied io attendiag herfi 
tfaeir fok ftndy was' to difioe what raig^ pieafe hsi; 
in order to fave her the trouble of aiking it. iie wai 
lodged in a magaificeot apartment of the palace, which 
hadfioftesd of tapeflry, large nairrours, of ffae wholi 
height of the chambers and clofets, that ih« flsigbi 
have the pleafure of feeing her beauty BMiktplieil €• 
all fides, and that the Prince might admire hsr, which 
way foerer he caft his eyes. Rofimuad had fitted dbi 
chace, play, and all bodily exercifes, in order to bo 
continually with her ; and as the King her fathor had 
died fooa after the marriage, it was the wifii Flovib 
became Queeo, whofe counfels decided aU afiiin of 
ftate. 

The Queen -mother of the new King, oanaod&Oi 
aipotyfooogcgiw jealous of hor daughter-ifi^laii^* §m 
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was artful, malicious, and cruel; age had added a 
iHghtful deformity to her natural uglinefs, fb that in 
body and mind fhe was a perfedt fury. Florifa's beauty 
made her appear flill more hideous, and afforded her 
conftant matter of provocation ; (he could not bear 
that fo beautiful a perfon, fhould render her more de- 
formed ; (he dreaded alfo her wit, and gave herfelf up 
to all the rage of envy : you have no fpirit, would fhe 
oftentinaes fay to her fon, elfe you never had matrried 
diat little country wench, and now you have the mean- 
ik£s to make her your idol ; fhd is as proud,' as if fhe had 
been bom to the place fhe £lls ; when the King your 
father had a mind to marry, he preferred me to any 
other, becaafe t was daughter to a King, his equal ; 
and fo ought you to have done ; fend back that little 
ihepherdeis to her cottage, and think of fome Princefs, 
whofe binh may fait with your^. Rofimund was deaf 
to all his mother's remonftrances ; but Gronfpot one 
day got hold of a billet, which Florifa was writing to 
the King, and gave it to a young courtier, whom fhe 
obliged to carry it to the King, as tho' Florifa had ex- 
pre£ed for him all that affection fhe ought to have for 
the King alone. Rofimund, blinded by his jealoufy» 
and by the malicious counfels his mother gave him, 
caufed Florifa to be fhut up for life, in an high tower, 
built upon the point of a rock, which reared itfelf in 
the fea. there fhe cried night and day, not knowing by 
what unjufl; reprefentation the King, who had fo lor- 

H 
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ed her, now treated her fo uoworthUy. (he Vna al- 
lowed to fee sooe but ao old wcnnan, to whofe ftrift 
charge Grooipot had committed her, and who infolt- 
ed her every moment in her confinement, then Fb- 
rifa remembred, with regret, her village, her cottage, 
and all her rural pleafures. one day, as ihe was over* 
whelmed with anguifh, and deploring the blindaefs of 
her mother, who had chofe rather that (he fhoold be 
an handfome and unfortunate Queen, than an homdy 
and contented (hepherdefs, the old hag, who ufed her 
fo ill, came to tell her, that the King was fending aft 
executioner to cut off her head, and that now ihe had 
only to prepare for death. 

Florifa anfwered, that {he was ready to recdve the 
fatal blow ; and a^ually the executioner, fent by the 
King's order, and the advice of Gronipot, held up a 
great cutlafs, in order to execution, when there ap« 
peared a woman, who faid fhe eame from that Queen^ 
to fpeak two words in private to Florifa before her 
death, tlie old hag could not reflife her this liberty^ 
becaufe that perfon feemed to be one of the ladies of 
the palace ; but it was the fairy, who had predi^ed 
Florifa's misfortunes at her birth, and had aflamed 
the figure of that lady of the Queen-mother, when 
fhe had got Florifa by herfelf, having caufed every 
one elfe to withdraw ; are you willing, faid (he, Fk>* 
rifa, to renounce the beauty, which has proved fo fk* 
tal to you ? are you willing to part with the title of 
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Queeo» to re-alTume your ancient Gray, and to return 
to your Tillage ? Florifa was overjoyed to accept the 
offer, the fairy then clapped an inchanted maik upon 
her face, and immediately her features became coarfe, 
and loft all their proportion ; flie now became as home- 
ly aod unpleaiing, at fhe had been handfome and agree- 
able, in this condition, (he was no longer to be known ; 
fb fhe paiTed, without difficulty, thro' the midft of the 
people, who were come to be witneiTes of her tragical 
end* file followed the faiiy, and repafled with her into 
her own country, they might fearch as they would for 
J'lorifa, no Florifa was to be &und in any part of the 
tower, the news was earned to the King and Groni- 
(poc, who caufed fre&, but fruitleis fearch to be made 
ibr her over ii>e whole kingdom, the fairy had re- . 
-ftored her to her jaother, who would not hare kaowti 
iier ia £0 great a change, haMl Ae not been apprised 
J9i it. Florifa was conteat co live hcxnely, poor, and 
imknowii in her village, whene kmooeoc, (he kept 
.the hamilefs Iheep : daily did fhe hear her adveatures 
vebiod, and her misfortnaes deplored ; they were the 
'MytEt of noumfnl ditties, which mekedevery hearer 
onto tears ; fhe took pkafiire in fioging them frequent- 
ly with her oonpaaions, and tvould weep at her fongs, 
like the reft ; but fhe duMight herfelf happy In tending 
liar lode, and would Atrer <lifcover to aoy one who 
ihe wae. 

Ha 
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FABLE VII. 
^nr^ HERE was once a King named Alfarout, ,vhp 
-^ was feared by all his neighbours, and loved, by 
all his fubjeAs : he was wife, good, juft, valiant, ca- 
pable ; in (hort, nothing was wanting to him. a fairy 
came to wait on him, and to warn him that, there 
would foon befal him great misfortunes, if he did not 
make ufe of a ring, which (he put upon his finger, 
when he turned the diamond to the infide of his hand» 
he became forthwith invifible, and whenever he turned 
it outward, he was vifible as before, this ring was very 
convenient, and afforded him great pleafure : when 
he fufpeded any of his fubjedls, he went into that per- 
fon's clofet, witji his diamond turned inward, and 
there he heard and faw unperceived, all his.domelHc 
fecrets : if he dreaded the dcfigns of any neighbouring 
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King, away he went, and penetrated into his moft fe- 
cret counfels, where he learned erery thing, undifco- 
vered ; thus did he, without difficulty, prerent whate- 
ver was intended againft him ; he defeated feveral con- 
fpiracies formed againft his perfon, and difconcerted 
his enemies, who meditated his orerthrow. 

He was not, however, contented with his ring, but 
defired of the fairy, a means of tranfporting himfelf, 
in a oioment, from one country to another, to enable 
him to make a fpeedier, and more commodious ufe of 
the ring which rendered him invifible. the fairy an- 
fwered him, with a figh, you aik too much ; dread, 
dread the confequence of fuch a gift, he would hear 
nothing, but perfided in his demand, well then, faid 
(he, fince it muft be fo, I ihall give you, tho* mudi con- 
trary to my inclination, what you will repent of hav- 
ing;, and having fo faid, fhe anointed his fhouMers 
with a fweet fmelling liquor : immediately he felt little 
wings fprouting upon his back ; thefe diminutive wings 
did not appear under his cloaths, but when he had 
a mmd to fly, he had only to touch them with his 
hand, and forthwith they became fo long, that.he was 
capable of infinitely out-dripping the rapid flight of 
an eagle; whenever he wanted to fly no longer, he 
had but to give his wings another touch, and inftant- 
ly they contra<Sted themfelves, fo as not to be per- 
ceived under his cloaths : by this means, the King 
^ent. wherever be pleafed in a few momeott i he knew 



every uiifi|^ 'nd no inotf cond c onoei fc nw , ror li^ 
woold &ut himrdf «p, 4md&eM to xeaaui whdt dap 
io kis clofety witkMit JHy one darng to come into Jbib; 
mhooevcr lie gat dKPc, he Tendered bimkM m^Ekk, 
by ha ling, expaDdedbe vdngs by a tonck, and over- 
flew immeafe cocmcraes^ be theiciby engaged Inmfetf 
in great wars, whepeoi iie gnt wkatTidoiieB befkafed; 
bat as Ihe was oasftandy privy to the fecrett of nien» 
lie ofafenred thea fo widoed and dtfenhlMf, tbat he 
durft no longer tvuft any one : the mere 'be became 
powerful and fisrmidatile, tbe lefs be was beJoved) an4 
he foand be was not belomed by anyone, ef«B of ibofe 
va wfaom lie had conlenicd xtit ipeatsft §nmkn, tt 
ftonfort himieiif, he reibhrodix) ^ tbro' M the oooh 
iries of the world, in qoeft of an acGompliflied 
man, wbonn jie nught <aice to wife, of wbom he 
bt beloved, and iywhom be might be made happy, 
iong did he ieek her ; and as he &w every thing, bim- 
^elf onfeen, he bad acoefi to the noft vmpenetmfaie 
ileorets. Ik went iihco*aU courts ; beifound eveiy wbece 
uooqoettifk women, who wanted to be beloved, but who 
ioved diemfelves too ORicfa, tmly to iove ^iui£bnnd. 
Jie neitt 4nade a tour thro' liie prmte bonfes ; tbeie 
one woman had a li^t and inconftant temper, -ano- 
-dier was cQnmng,a^ird haq^sty, and a.foorth wUm- 
-lioal, almoft all ialfe, vain, and idoliaeiB'cf^heir'per- 
'fcns. he then defeendedto the bweft rank, and4bere, 
>«t Jeogtb, 'he ;found ^ daiq^tter of a poorifadbnod- 



wtaSf beaoteoM at the non^ but fiaiple and iigeiui* 
COS ilk her beam)r, iiludi iieowk ikde account of, aad 
wbich was iadetd luer (kaikft ^lalit^; far {h« kada 
wit and mtuc wiiidk fiurpa&d att tb? graces of her 
perfon ; aU the jovfk of her neighbouriiood crouded 
to &e her, and ever^p jFOQ^g man wonld hare thought 
to leaire his hafpiaefi^ fay making her his vrife. KxDg 
jUfaront dould not behold her» widioat Ming paffi* 
onateFf ia hwe with her. he* demanded her of her 
fiuher, who was tranfported with jaj to find that hin 
daoi^ter flionld be a great Qoeeiu Clarifile (for that 
was her name) paflcd firoiu her fiuhcr's cottage into n 
ndi pafaice» where a nameroos court receired her. fhe 
was not at aU dazzled with its fplendor, bat prefenred 
her finphcitj, her aiodeftj, her virtue, and, at the 
pinade of honours, forgot not whence fhe fpruog. die 
Xing redooblcd his teodemefs for her, and thought 
at length he fhould come to be happy ; and indeed he 
wasted litde of being fo already, fb much did he begin 
to confide in the Queen's goodnefs of heart ; he would 
every now and then render himfelf inviiible, in order 
to obierye, and to forprife her; but he difcovered ne< 
ver any thing in her that he did not think worthy to 
be admired* 

There was now but one fmall remnant of jealou«> 
fy and diftruft, which dill difturbed him a little in his 
fondnefs. the fairy who had foretold him the fatal 
confequences of her laft gift, continued to warn him 
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of them, till at length he began to be peftered with her; 
wherefore, he gave orders that (he (hould no longer be 
admitted into the palace, and forbid the Queen to re< 
ceive her. the Queen promifed to obey^ bat with no 
fmall reluAance, for (he loyed the good fairy. 
. One day the fairy wanting to gire the Qgeen fome 
inteUigence of futurity, got accefs to her in the ihape 
of an officer, and upon her declaring to the Queen 
who fhe was, her Majefty embraced her tenderly, the 
Kbg, who was then in the room invifible, feeing this 
was tranfported with jealoufy to diftra^on : he drew 
his fword, and dabbed the Qijeen to the heart, who 
dropped down, expiring in his arms, that moment 
the fairy re-afiiuned her true fliape. the King knew 
her, and perceiving the Queen's innocence, would 
have killed himfelf ; but the fairy held his hand, and 
endeavoured to comfort him. the Queen with her laft 
breath faid to him, tho' I die by your hand, I die whol- 
ly yours. Alfarout deplored his misfortune, in having, 
in fpite of the fairy, inGfted upon a gift, which proved 
fo fatal to him. he returned her the ring, and prayed 
her to take away his wings, the remainder of his days 
he fpent in bittemefs and forrow ; nor had he any o^ 
ther confolation than that of going and ihedding tears 
over the tomb of Clarifile. 
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FABLE VIII. 

T^HERE was once a Queen fo old, fo very old, 
"■- that her Majefty was grown both bald and 
toothlefs ; her head (hook like an afpen-leaf ; (he no 
longer faw, even with fpedades ; her nofe and chin 
met ; (he was (hrunk into a fhapelefs clew, with a back 
fo bowed, that you would have thought (he had been 
gl ways crooked. 

A fairy, who had aiEfted at her birth, came to her, 
<U)d faids do you defire to grow young again ? mod 
eamefUy, replied the Queen ; I would give all the 
jewels I am miflrefs of, to be no more than twenty, 
you mad then, continued the fairy, transfer your age 
and infirmities to fome one, who (hall be contented 
to fpare you her youth and health : to whom, there- 
fore, fhall we give yoor hundred years ? 
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The Queen caufed immediate fearch to be made 
throughout the whole kingdom, for a perfon who 
fhould be willing to barter youth for age» upon a va- 
luable confideration. there foon came a number of 
beggars, who were willing to be old, in order to be 
rich : but when they had feeo the Queen cough- 
ing, fpitting, living upon fpoon-meat, ghaftly, dif- 
trefied, and doating, they were no longer inclinable 
to take upon them the burden of her ye'krs; they 
chofe rather to beg, and to enjoy youth and health is 
rags, there came alfo fome ambitious perfons, to 
whom fhe promifed great honours and preferments : 
but what fliall thofe honours avail us, faid they, upon 
feeing her, when we fhall be fo forbidding woA frig|it- 
ful, as not to dare to fiiew our faces ? 

At laft there prefented herfelf a young covntry^ 
lafs, beautifiil as the rofy morn, who demanded ths: 
crown, as the price of her youth ; her name waa Pe* 
roncl. the Queen grew angry at the bold demand; but 
what availed her anger ? fhe wanted to be young a^ato. 
let us ihare, faid fhe to Peronel, nay kiagdont; you 
fhall have one half, and I the other ; that is more tbas 
enough fior you, who are but a little CQuntry-^h 
no, replied the damfel, u ia not enough lor me; I 
will have all or nothing ; let me enjoy my coodkioft 
of a country>girl, with my blooouog complexiofr» aod. 
let your Majefly keep, with all my heart, your htm*. 
dred years, with your wrinkkf aod d«ath at your d*. 
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bow. but then, replied the Queeo, what fhould I do, if 
r wanted a kingdom ^ why you would laugh, dance, 
and (ing as I do, anfwered the girl ; and with that (he 
fell a laughing, dancing, and (inging. the Queen, who 
was far enough from doing the like, faid then to hvr, 
what would you do in my place ? you, who are nei- 
ther accudomed to old-age, nor to empire. I do not 
know, faid the damfel, what I would do ; but I would 
fain try it, for I hare always heard that it is a fine 
thing to be a Queen. 

While the parties were about (Inking the bargain, 
in came the fairy, and, addreffing herfelf to Peronel, 
faid ; are you willing to take a trial of the trade of an 
old Queen, to know how it will fuit you ? with all my 
heart, replied the girl, that indant wrinkles furrow 
her brow ; her hair whitens, fhe grows peerifh and 
crabbed, her head fhakes, her teeth loofen ; in fhort, 
fhe is already an hundred years old. the fairy then 
opens a little box, and forth fprings a niUltitude of offi- 
cers and courtiers, of both fexes, richly apparelled, 
who grow up as fafl as they come out, and pay a thou- 
fand refpedls to the new Queen, (he is conduced to 
her chair of (late, and a fumptuous banquet is 
fet before her ; but alas ! flie has no appetite, nor 
teeth to chew ; fhe is aWkward and bafhful, and in a 
maze ; (he knows neither what to fay nor do ; (he 
coughs till (he is ready to burft ; (he beholds herfelf 
in the glafs, and is (hocked at her own deformity, iq 

I 2 
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the raean time, the true Queen (lands in a corner, 
fmirking, and beginning to grow handfome. her hair 
returns, and her teeth alfo ; fhe regains a frefh rofy 
complexion, fhe now fmugs herfelf up, with a thou- 
fand little youthful airs ; but fhe was troubled to find 
herfelf fhabbily drefTed ; her coats fhort andfcanty, and 
her jacket of an humble gray ; fhe was not ufed to be 
thus poorly equipt, and the guards taking her for fome' 
country cook-maid, were for turning her out of the 
palace, then Peronel faid to her, I perceire yon are 
not a little uneafy in being no longer a Queen, and I 
am no lefs fo in being one. here, take your crown, * 
and give me back my gray, the exchange was fordi- 
with made ; the Queen grew old, and Peronel young, 
fcarce was the exchange finifhed, when they both re- 
pented, but It was too late : for the fairy condemned 
each to remain in her condition, the Queen bemoaned 
herfelf daily, upon the fmalleft indlfpofition. alas ! 
would fhe fay, if 1 was Peronel at this time, I fhould 
fleep in a cottage, and feed upon chefnuts ; but then 
by day I fhould dance under the elm with the fhep- 
herds, to the fweet mufic of the pipe, what avails it 
me to have a bed of down, where I am never free 
from pain, and fo many attendants, who can give me 
no relief ? 

Her vexation increafed her ailments, as did alfo 
the phyGcians, of whom flie had conflantly a dozen 
at leafl about her. in fine, fhe died at the end of twft 
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nonths. Peronel was in the midft of a dance with her 
companions, by the fide of a cryftal brook, when (he 
received the tidings of the Queen's death, then (he 
was fendble that (he had been more happy than wife^ 
in having lofl the queenfhip. 

Some time after the fairy came again to vifit her, 
and gave her the choice of three hufbands ; one old, 
peevifh, difa^eeable, jealous, and cruel, but Withal, 
rich, powerful, and a great lord, who fhould never 
be able to be without her night or day ; another come- 
ly, kind, complaifant, amiable, and ofhigh birth, but 
poor, and unfortunate in everything; the third and 
laft, a peafantj like herfelf, who fhould be neither 
handfome nor homely, who fhould love her neither too - 
much, nor too little, and who fhould be neither rich v 
nor poor. Peronel was at a lofs which to take ; for * 
(he was naturally fond of fine doaths, equipages, and 
honours, but the fairy told her, go to, you are a fool ; ' 
do you fee the peafant ? that is the hufband fit for you. 
you would love too much the fecond ; you would be too ' 
much beloved by the firft ; both would render you un- ^ 
happy ; it is very fair that the third do not beat you : 
it is better to dance upon the grafs, or heath, than in ' 
a palace, and to be plain Peronel in the country, than ' 

an unhappy lady at court, if you do not regret the * 

ft 

want of grandeur, you will be happy with your plongh- 
inan all your life time. r 
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FABLE IX. 

WHEN fame, with her fhrill trampet, had an^ 
Dounoed Lycon*fl departure to the rural ^xk 
iid fwaiDs of Cyothus, all the (hady woods refound- 
ed with a loud and bitter plabt. Echo repeated it with 
nsoumful voice, and all the rales around, no more^ 
was heard the pipe's fweet found, or hautboy's mer- 
ry note, the fhepherds, in their grief, deftroy their 
reeds; every thing languifhed, and the verdant bloom, 
that beautified the trees, began to fade, the heaven, 
till then ferene, grew black with ftorms ; and rigid 
Boreas already fliook the groves, as in fell winter ; 
even the moil rnflic deities themlelves were not in* 
fenfible to this their lofs : the Dryads ifTued from 
the hollow trunks of venerable oaks to mourn their 
Lycon. all thefe divinities in concert, formed a fad 
afTembly round a (lately tree, which reared its tower* 
ing branches to the ikiesi ^d with its wide impene- 
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trable (hade had many ages fcreened its parent earth» 
alas ! around this aocieot, knotty trank, of vaft dia« 
meter, the wood- land nymphs, where erft they ufed 
to trip it and to play, repaired in tears to tell theif 
doleful tale, he's gone, faid they, we ne'er fhall fet 
him more ; Lycon forfakes us, fn^^tched by ad? erfe 
fortune to be the omaroeot and the delight of other 
happier fated groves than ours. O no ! we may no 
longer dare to hope to hear his tuneful Toice, or ie« 
him draw th' elaftic bow, and with his mortal (hafti 

to pierce the rapid birds. Even Pan comes upi 

forgetful of his pipe ; the Fauns and Satyrs ncni 
fufpend their dances ; tl^e chearlefs birds can warbk 
BOW do' more; nothing was heard but frightful criei 
of owls^ and other boding birds; fweet Phikrael, and 
all her mates, the fame fad filence keep, 

Lo ! Flora and Pomona, hand in hand, fudden ap* 
pear, and fmiliog in the grove, the one with chaj^eti 
crowned, made flowers fpring beneath her fteps im-' 
preflcd upon the green ; to'ther, in horn of plenty, 
bore the fruits, which autumn liberal pours upon the 
earth, to pay the pains of man. take heart, faid they, 
to the aflembly of dejedled gods ; Lycon is gone, but 
he will ne'er forfake this favourite mountain, facred 
to Apollo ; foon (hall you fee him cultivate himfelf 
our happy gardens ; foon his hand (hall plant the ar* 
botes green, the plants that nouri(h man, and flowers 
which conilitute his fweet delight, bewarei O nor- 



64 THB DEPARTURE OP LTCOIT* 

'^eni galcSy ye nerer blaS, with yoiir peftiferoDs 
breathy thofe favoured gardenf, where Lycon ihall io- 
duige ao harmlefs joy ; he, fimple nature fhail prefer 
to pomp aod lawlefs pleafure ; he {hall love thefe plains, 
and ever fhall forfake them with regret. 

This faid, the moumiog ftraight was changed to 
joy, and Lycon's praifes now by all were fang ; they 
faid, he*ll be a lover of the gardens, as erft Apollo 
kept. Admetus' flocks : a thoufand fongs divine now 
fill the groves, and Lycon's name makes hill and dales 
refound; the iwains repeat it on their tuneful reeds ; 
the birds themfelves, in their f)veet ardefs notes, feem 
to fay fpmewhat like the charming name ; . earth is 
adorned with flowers, enriched with fruits ; the gar- 
dens gay with hopes of his return, prepare him all the 
graces of the fpring, and autumn's rich magnificence of 
gifts ; the very glances Lycon darts from far upon the 
pleafant mount, fhall fertilize it: then having grub- 
bed the wild and barren plants, the olive and the myr- 
tle he (hall call, till Mars an harveft of new laurels 
raife. 
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FABLE X. 

THE fun having left the vaft arch of heaven lA 
peace, had finifhed his courfe, and plunged his 
fiery deeds in the Hefperian waves ; the border of the 
horizon was yet of a purplifh red, and enflamed by 
the burning rays he had diffufed in his paiTage ; the 
fcorching Dog-ftar parched the earth ; all the plants 
languifhed for thirfl: ; the. faded flowers hung down 
their drooping heads, and their feeble (lalks no longer 
could fupport them ; the very zephyrs withheld their 
comfortable breezes; the air, which the animals 
breathed, refembled luke-warm water; night, which 
with its (hades diffufes a refrefhing cool, could not 
temper the devouring heat which the day had caufed ; 
(he could pour on fpiritlefs and fainting men, neither 
the dew ihe diftils, when Hefper (hines at the tail of 
the other ftars, nor that crop of poppies which afford 
the charms of fleep to all weary nature ; the Sun alone 
in Thetis' lap enjoyed profound repofe; but, after- 
wards, when he was obliged to remount his chariot, 
drawn by the Hours, and preceded by Aurora, ftrcw- 
ing his way with rofes, he perceived all Olympus over- 

K 
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cad ^th clouds; he faw the remains of a tempeft 
which had terrified poor mortals all the night ; the 
clouds were ftill infected with the ftench of the ful- 
phureous vapours, which had lighted the ftreaming 
fiafhes, and made the threatning thunder roar ; the 
mutinous wmds haying broke their chains, and forced 
their deep dungeons, ftill bellowed in the fpacious 
plains of air ; adown the mountains to the vales be- 
neath, the fwelling torrents tumbled ; he, whde radi- 
ant eye dieers all nature, bdheld, on all fides, as he 
it^ie, the remains of a cruel fiorm; but (which mov- 
ed him more) he bdidd a young fisadling of the Mu- 
fes, who to him was very d^u-, from whom the ftorm 
had Aolen deep away, when joft beguii to fpread his 
fable witig^ over his heavy eye-lids : ht was u^ 
the point of driving badt his horfes, and of retard- 
ing day, in order to reftore repofe to the favourite 
youth who had loft it. I will, faid he, that he deep ; 
Iweet deep ftiall cool his blood, allay hi) bile, fhall 
give him health and ftrength to imitate Alddes' ar- 
duous toils, and (hall infpire him with an I don't know 
what of teikier foftnefs, which pebbly might be his 
only want : if he but fleep, and fmile, and mitigate his 
fanguitie conftitution, if he love the focial joys, and 
if he take delight in loving men, and being of them 
beloved, then all the graces of the mind and body will 
come in crouds our darling to adorn. 
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FABLE XI. 

ONE day young B^cdins, whom Sileni^ taught, 
would feek the Mules in a neigbhonring grove, 
whofe filence purling dreams alone diifairbed, and 
warbling birds; Sol could not, with his beams, 
tranfpierce the gloomy verdure, here the fon of Se- 
mele, to learn the fpeech of gods, feated him by a ve- 
nerable oak, whence many men, in the age of gold, 
had fprung, it erft had likewife uttered oracles, nor 
Time's keen fcythe had dared to bring it down, fad 
by this facred ancient oak lay hid a youthful Faun, 
who lent attentive ear to all the verfes which the in- 
fant fung, and noted to Silenus, by a fneer, what- 
ever faults his young difdple made, the Naiads then 
and wood-nymphs alfo fmiled; the critic young and 
gayfome was and gay. his head ^th ivy and with vine 
was crowned; his temples were adorned around with 
grapes; from his left flioulder, o'er his other fide 
hung, fcarf-wife, negligent, a large feftoon of leaves, 
which youthful Bacchus faw with joy, of ivy facred 
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to the jolly god. the Faun enveloped was abore the 
waift, with all the dreadful and the (haggy fpdl of a 
young lionefsy he'd (lain in the woods, a bending knot- 
ty crook waved in his hand ; his tail played wantonly 
upon his back. 

But Bacchus could not bear the wicked wag, who 
{till was ready to deride his words, if not predTdy '^ 
pure and elegant, with fiery and impatient tone he^ 
cried; how dared thou mock the fon of mighty Jove? 
to which the Faun unmoved, made this reply^ hoy 
dares the fon of Jove commit a fault ^ 
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FABLE XII. 

ON the ever-green banks of the river Alpheas» 
there is a facred grove, where three Naiads dif- 
fufe, with no fmall noife, their cryftal waters, and 
fprinkle the rifing flowers, hither the Graces oft re- 
fort to bathe, the trees of this grove are never ruffled, 
for the winds revere them ; they are only fanned by the 
breath of gentle zephjrrs ; here the nymphs and fauns 
perform their nightly dances, to the muGc of Pan's 
melodious flute, the fun, with his keeneft rays, can 
never pierce the thick (hade which is formed by the 
intertwined boughs of this grove ; but fUence, dark- 
nefs, and delicious cool, reign there by day as night* 
under this foliage Philomela fings, with plaintive 
melody, her ancient woes, yet unconfoled. mean whilo 
■a young and merry-hearted linnet, warbles her plea- 
fures, and declares the fpring to all the (hepherds 
.rojiUK). Now Philomel berfelf grows jealous of the 
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tender notes of her companion, one day they Ipied a 
yoang and beauteous fwain> whom, in thofe woods, 
they ne'er had feen before, gracefiil indeed and no- 
ble wat his afped, he feemed the Mufes friend, and 
to delight in harmony^ they took this lovely fwain to 
be Apollo, fuch as he formerly had ferved Admetus, 
or fome young hero of his race divine, now the two 
fongfters, by the Nine infpired, begun tp warble thefe 
prophetic ftrains. 

* Who is this fhepherd, or this god unknown, that 
' comes to ornament our happy grove, our fongs af- 
' fed him, and he feeas to love fweet poefy, which 
' loon will foothe his heart, apd render him as amiable 

* as brave.* 

Then Philomel coodaued tknt alone. 

* May this young hero ftill increafe in virtue, as a 
' young flower opening in the fpring ; and may he love 

* the mind's fw:eet entertainments ; fHll may the Gra- 
' ces dwell upon his lips, and in bis heart Miacrva's 

* wildom reign.' 

The linnet aofwered her. 

' O may he equal Orpheus in voice, and H«rculcs 
' in deeds of hig^ renosim ; may his great foul poflefs 
' AdiiJIes' fire, without his £erceoe^ ; be he good, 
' wife, bountiful and teqder towards men, aiid earn 

* their love ; O mtny the heavenly nine in him all yir- 

* tues raiie, without allay !' 

Then ifae fweet foogfters Aui refumed in ooicert. 



A N D T H E L I N M B T. ^I 

* He loyes our melody, into his heart it enters deep, 

* like as the welcome dew falls on our greens, when 
' parched up by the fun ; may the gods grant him pru- 

* dent moderation, and make him ever happy; may 
' his hand ilill hold the horn of plenty ; may the age of 
' gold return in hixh ; may heaven-bohi wifdom from 

* him diffufe its influence benigp on mortals ; and may 
' flowers fucceed his fteps.* 

While thus they fang, the 29e^yr8 held their breath; 
all the flowers of the grove opened in fail-blown beau- 
ty ; the ftreams, by the three fountains foitned^ fufpend- 
ed all the While their mazy courfes } the Satyrs and 
the Fauns, to hear the better, pricked up their point- 
ed ears ; Edio rdieaifed the beaut^oufe flrains to all 
the rocks around ; the Dryads ifliied from the verdant 
ttees, in order to admire the princely youth, whom 
Philomel and ktr compftnioa fong. * 
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FABLE XIII. 

WH A T is this that has befallen Melanthus i no- 
thing without, 'tis all within ; his affairs go to - 
his wi(h; every bodj^ ftnTes to pleafe him. what 
then ? has he got the fpleen ? he went to bed laft night . 
the delight of mankind ; this morning one bluihes for 
him, one fhould conceal it : in getting up, the fold of 
a fock difpleafed him, the whole day will therefore 
be ftormy, and eyery one muft fuffer for it : now he 
flrikes with terror, now he moves to pity; fometimes 
he cries like a child, fometimes he roars like a lion ; a 
wild*and malignant vapour troubles and clouds his 
imagination, as the ink of his ink-horn daubs his fin- 
gers ; do not venture to fpeak to him of the things he 
loved moft but a moment ago ; for the very reafon that 
he loved them, he can no longer endure them; the 
parties of pleafure he fo much defired are now grown 
irkfome to him, they muft be broke; he ftrives to 
contradidl, to complain, to pique others; he is mad 
to fee they will not be angry ; oftentimes he will pufh 
at the air like a furious bull, who, with whetted horns, 
rufhes on to fight againft the winds ; when he wants a 
pretence to attack others, he will fall upon himfelf ; 
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he blames himfelf, he finds himfelf good for nothing, 
he difcourages himfelf, and takes it very ill if any one 
attempt to comfort him ; he chufes to be alone, and 
cannot fupport folitude; he returns to company, and 
frets at them ; do they hold their peace, their afFeded 
iilence offends him; do ihcy fpeak low^ he imagines 
'tis againft him ;■ do they fpeak loud, he finds them 
noify, and too merry. whilC' he is dull ; are they dull^ 
that, diilnefs appears to him a reproach of his failings ; 
do they laugh, he fufpedls it is at him ; what (hould 
one do ? why, even be as firm and patient as he is in- 
fupportablc, and wait calmly till to-morrow^ that he 
recover the wits he had yefterday: this ftrange hu- 
mour goes as it comes ; when it feizes him,> one might 
fay it is a movement of a machine, which runs itfelf 
down all at once; he is fuch as they paint poffeifed 
people ; his reafon is in a manner inverted, 'tis down- 
right madnefs itfelf; pirovoke him, and he will tell 
you at -noon that it is night ; for there is no longer ei- 
ther day or night to a head difotdered by its caprice : 
fometimes he cannot help being aflonifhed at his 
outrageous mad fits ; in fpite of his morofenefs, he 
will fmile at the extravagant expreflions that have e- 
fcaped him : but what method is there of forefeeing 
thofe ftorms, and of conjuring the temped ? none ; 
there are no good almanacs to predial: this bad wea- 
ther : beware of faying, to-morrow we fhall go and 
divert ourfelves in fach a garden; the man of to day, 

L 
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will Doi be the man of to-morrov ; he ii^o pramifei 
yoa joft now, will, by and by, dtfappetr, and yon 
(hall not know where to lay hold of hini» to pat him 
in mind of his promife ; in his place yoa will find an 
I don't know what» whidi has neither form nor name, 
which can have neither, and which yoa coold not de- 
fine two moments together after the fame manner t 
(bdy him well, then fay of him what yoa pletfe; it 
will not be trne the moment after yoa have laid it; 
this inconfifient entity woidd and woold not ; it threat- 
ens, it trembles, it blends ridicnloas haughdnefi with 
unworthy meannefies ; it weeps, it laughs, it i^ays, 
is furious in the mod whimfical and foolifh fit of fury ; 
he is pleafant, eloquent, fubde, full of new turns, the' he 
has not eyen a (hadow of reafon remaining : take good 
care to fay nothing to him that is not juft, predfe, and 
exadly reafonable ; he would well know how to take 
his advantage of it, and would artfully turn the chace 
upon you ; he would pa& forthwith from his own er- 
ror to attack yours,' and would become reafonable for 
the fole pleafure of convincing you that you are not 
fo : it was a mere nothing that made him fly up to the 
clouds ; but what is become of that nothing ? it is loft 
in the fray ; it is no more in queftion ; he knows no 
longer what made him angry ; he knows only that he 
is angry, and that he will be angry, and even this he 
knows not always; he imagines oftentimes that all 
who fpeak to him are in a pafEon, and that himfelf is 



THE HUMOURIST. 75 

the only calm perfoD, as a man who has the jaundice 
thinks all he fees yellow, tho* the yellow be only in 
his own eyes, but perhaps he will (pare certain per- 
fons, to whom he owes more than to others, or whom 
he feems to have a greater regard for. no ; his extra- 
vagant humour knows no body ; it falls indifferent- 
ly on all it meets; the firfl: comer is as good as any 
to difcharge his fpleen upon, all is alike to him, fo he 
be but angry ; he would abufe the perfons he ought 
mod to regard ; he loves them no more ; he is no more 
loved by them ; he is perfecuted, betrayed ; he owes 
nothing to any whadbever: but (lay a moment, fee aao- 
^btr fcene ! he ftands in need of every body ; he loves, 
he is beloved again ; he flatters, he infinuates himfelf, 
he bewitches all thpfe who could no longer bear him ; 
be confeffes his fault, he laughs at his own oddities, 
he mimics himfelf, and you would think ypu faw him 
really in his mad fits, he does it fo mudi to the life, 
after diis farce, adted At his own expencc, you think 
furely that he will at leaft never more play the Demo- 
niac, alas ! you deceive yonr&lf ; he wiU do it again 
this very night, and laugh at it again to-morrow, with- 
out the fmallefi reformation. 
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FABLE XIV. 

A Dragon, who guarded a treafure id a deep wind-! 
ing cave, watched over it night and day. two 
foxes underftanding this, and being great cheats and 
robbers by trade, infinuated themfelves into his farour 
by flattery, and fo became his confidents, the mod 
complaifant and officious are not the fured friends, 
they treated him as a great perfonage, admired all his 
fancies, were always of his mind, and fneered be- 
tween themfelves at their cully, at length, he fell afleep 
betwixt them ; they feized the opportunity, ftranglcd 
him, and made themfelves maders of the treafure. but 
next it muft be divided, and this was no eafy matter, 
for two rogues agree only to do mifchief. one of them 
fell a moralizing : what ufe, faid he, fhall we make 
of all this money ? a little game had been better for us ; 
there is no fuch thing as eating of metal, pifloles are 
hard of digeftion ; men are fools to be fo fond of thofe 
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falfe riches ; let us not be as foolifh as they, rthe other 
feigned to be touched with the fage reflexions, and 
protefied that he would live fuch a philofopher as 
Bias, and carry his all about with him. both made a 
feint of quitting the treaiure ; but they lay in mutual 
ambuih, and tore each other to pieces, one of them 
expiring faid to the other, who was as much wounded 
as himfelf; what wouldft thou have done with the 
money ? the fame thbg thou wouldft have done with 
It, anfwered the other, a man paffing that way, wh.en 
he heard their adventure, called them egregious fools, 
you are. no lefs fo than we, replied one of the foxes; 
you can no more feed upOn money than we, and yoa 
kill one another to procure it: our rjice has hitherto 
been wife enough, at lead, not to make ufe of any coin* 
what you introduced amongft you for your conveniency 
proves your curfe. you lofe true riches in the purfuit 
of imaginary. 
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THE 
TWO FOXES- 
FABLE XV. 
Two fexes ooe night fiuprifed a heo^rooff, 
where they worried the cock, the hens, and the 
efaickeot; and after that daughter, they began to al- 
lay their hunger : one being young and fiery would 
needs deroar every thing ; the other, who was old and 
oov«toQS, wat for keeping fome profifion for to- 
norrow. the dd one faid, experience, child, has made 
me wife ; I hate (een many things fince I bare been in 
the world ; let us not eat np our whole fubftance in 
one day ; we have made our fortune, this is a treafore 
we have found, and we muft hu(bsuxl it. young Rey* 
nard replied, I have a mind to eat up all while I am 
het«, and to lay in a bdly-fuU for eight days ; for 'tis 
a joke to think of returning, that may not be fo con- 
venient to-morrow, the landlord to revenge rhe death 
of his fowls, would not fail to knock us on the head, 
after this converfation, each takes his courfe* the 
young one eats on till he burfts, and can hardly crawl 
home to his hole to die; the old one, who thinks 
himfelf much wifer to moderate his appetites, and live 
with oeconomy, on his return next morning to his 
prey, is knocked on the head by the landlord, thus 
every age hath its failings : young people are hot and 
infatiable in their pleafures ; the old are incorrigible 
in their avarice. 
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WOLF AND THE LAMB, 



FABLE XVI. 

AS fome ihttp lay fft^ely in their foM, the dogi a- 
fieep) and the fkepherd io the (hade of a lofty 
ehn, playing mi the pipe, with other neighbouring 
(hepherds, an hungry wolf came op to the mdofure^ 
and began thro' its chinks to reconnoitre the ftate of 
the flock, a yiooQg unexperienced lamb, obferving the 
wolf, entered into conrerfation with him. what come 
you to feek here, faid he to the glutton ? the tender 
flow«ry grafs, returned the wolf; you know that no- 
thing is more agreeable than to feed in a verdant mea- 
dow> enamelled with flowers, to alTwage one's hunger, 
and to quench one's third in a cryftal brook : lo ! here 
I have found both ; what need I more ? I love the phl- 
lofophy that teaches to be content with little, is it 
really true then, replied the lamb, that you don't eat 
the flelh of animab, and that a Uttk grafs fufHceth 
you ? if fe, let us live like brethren, and feed toge- 
ther, aad with that the credulous lamb leaped out of 
the fold into the meadow, where the temperate philo- 
fopher tore him to pieces, and fwallowed him. 

Diftnift the fair fpeeches of perfons who boaft of 
diar virtue, judge by their adtioos, and not by their 
wotdi. 
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CAT AND THE RABBITS, 



FABLE XVn. 

A Cat, patdDg OQ a domire oaumeiiaiioe, had goi 
into a warreo, p«^^ed vith rabbits: immecfi' 
atdy iht whole commonwealth, in alarm, made haft< 
to whip into their holes, as the intruder laj apoa tb 
catch, hard by a barrow, the depaties of the rabbi 
nation, who had feen his terrible paws, made thei 
appearance in the ftraiteft place rf the burrow' 
mouth, to aik his bufinefs there, he protefted with 
mild voice, that he wanted only to (Indy the manner 
of the nation ; that in quality of philofopher he wa 
travelling thro* all countries, to inform himfelf of th 
cuftoms of every fpedes of animals, the (imple an 
credulous deputies returned, and told their brethrec 
that this ilranger, fo venerable for his modeft demea 
nour, and majeflic fur, was a fober, difinteredec 
peaceful philofopher, who was on his travels froi 
country to country, in fearch of wifdom ; that he cam 
from a variety of places, where he had feen flrang 
wonders ; that it would be a pleafure to hear him dii 
courfe, and that he would be very loth to fnap u 
any rabbits, feeing he believed, like a good Bramin a 
he was, the tranfraigration of fouls, and tafted no foo 
that had ever had life, this fine account touched th 
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affembly. in vain did an old cunning rabbit, who was 
generally didlator of the company, reprefent how much 
that grave philofopher was fufpicious to him : in fpite 
of all he could fay, the infatuated creatures go to fa- 
lute the Bramin, who, at the firft embrace, throttled 
feven or eight of them ; the reft make the beft of their 
way back to their holes, not a little frighted and a- 
ihamed of their folly, whereupon, the grave Mr. Mo- 
defty returned to the entrance of the burrow, pro- 
tefting with a moft cordial tone, that he had commit- 
ted this murder much againft his will, only to fatisfy 
his preffibg need ; that henceforth he would live upoa 
other animals, and make with them an eternal alliance. 
the rabbits immediately entered into a negotiation with 
him, without, however, coming within reach of his 
claws, the treaty continues; they hold him in play, in 
the mean time, one of the nimbleft of the rabbits gets 
out by the back-fide of the burrow, and runs to acquaint 
a neighbouring fhcpherd, who ufed to divert himfclf 
with catching fome of its juniper*fed companions, the 
fhepherd incenfed againft the deftroyer of fo ufeful a 
people, haftens to the burrow with his bow and arrows : 
he fpies Mr. Pufs, who was mindful of nothing but his 
prey; he lets fly one of his deadly ftiafts, and pierces 
him to the heart, the cat expiring, is faid to have fpoke 
thefe words ; when a perfon has once deceived, he can 
DO more be trufted by any body ; but is hated, feared^ 
and at length «aught by his own devices* 
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FABLE xviii. 

AMoufe) weary of liviog in continual peril and 
alarm from barbarous cats and weafels, who 
made great havock of the moufique nation, called her 
gofEp, that lived in a neighbouring hole, a rare 
thought, faid (he to her, has ftruck me in the head; I 
have read in certain books, wluch I have been gnaw- 
ing fome days pad, that there is a fine country, naai- 
ed the Indies, where our people are better ufed, and 
more in fafety than here : in that country fages be- 
lieve that the foul of a moufe may have been formerly 
the foul of a great captain, of a King, or, perhaps, of 
a wonderful Fakir; and that it may, after the death 
of the moufe, enter into the body of fome fine lady, 
or great Pendiar ; if I right remember, this is called 
the metempfychofis, or tranfmigration of fouls; in 
this opinion, they treat all animals with a brotherly 
love : there are to be feen hofpitals of mice, who are 
put out to board, and entertained like perfons of con- 
fequence ; along, fifler, let us make the bed of our 
way for fo fine a country, where the polity is lb ex- 
cellent, and juftice done to our merit, the goifip re- 
plied ; but, fiAer, are there no cats that get into thofe 
hofpitals ? if there were, t)iey would fooa make abun- 
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dance of tranfmigrations; one ftroke of tooth or claw 
woHid make a King, or a Fakir ; a wonder which we 
could very well dilpenfe with, don't fear that, faid the 
former, the or4er is perfedt in that country ; the cats 
haye their houfes, as we have ours; and they have 
likewife their hofpitals of invalids by themfelves. af- 
ter this converiation, our two mice fet out together : 
they get on board of a fhip, which was going a long 
voyage, by flipping a!dng the ropes the evening be- 
fore the embarkation, away they fail, and are over- 
joyed to fee themfelves far from the curfed (hores, 
where the cats exercifed their tyranny, the voyage 
was profperous ; they arrived at Surat, not to amafs 
riches, like merchants, but in order to be made much 
€)£ by the Indians, fcarce had they got into an habi- 
tation affigned to mice, when they challenged the firft 
place there, the one pretended (he remembred to have 
been formerly a famous Bramin on the coaCl of Ma- 
labar ; the other protefted that (he had been a fine la- 
dy of the fame country, mxh long ears, in fhort, they 
grew fo infblent, that the Indian mice could not bear 
them, and now, behold a civil war i they fell without 
mercy upon the two Franguis, who wanted to give 
law to the reft, inftead of being eaten by cats, they 
were worried by their own lifters. 

Let people go never fo far to avoid danger, if they 
are not modeft and difcreet, they do but feek their 
rain abroad, which it were as well to meet at homer 
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FABLE XIX. 

UPON the death of the lion; all the beafts ^epai^ 
ed in hade to his den, to comfort the lionefs, 
his widow, who made the mountains and fbreils re- 
found with her cries, after having paid their compli- 
ments to her, they proceeded to the eledion of a king; 
the crown of the defundt being placed in the middle of 
the aflembly. the young lion was yet too young and 
weak to obtain the royahy from fo many fierce ani- 
mals, let me but grow up, faid he, and I fhall be as 
able to reign as the beft of you, and to make myfclf 
feared in my turn ; in the mean time, I will ftudy the 
hiftory of my father's great actions, in order one day 
to equal his glory, for my part, fays the leopard, I 
expe6l to be crowned, as being liker to the lion than 
any of the other pretenders : and I, faid the bear, do 
maintain that I met with injudice, when the lion was 
preferred before me ; I am ftrong, couragious, and car- 
i}ivorous> as much as he ; and I have one Angular ad- 
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Tantage, which is that of climbing trees. I leave you 
to judge, gentlemen, faid the elephant, if any one can 
difpute with me the glory of being the tailed, the 
ftrongeft, and the graveft of all animals. I am the 
nobleft, and mod beautiful, faid the horfe: and I 
the moil cunning, cried the fox : and I the fwifteft, 
laid the (lag. where (hall you find, faid the ape, a more 
Agreeable) or more ingenious King than myfelf ? I 
ihall daily divert my fubjefls ; nay, I refemble man, 
"who is the true Kirig of all nature, the parrot (though 
no member) could no' longer forbear; fince thou 
bdafleft of refembling man, fqueak'd he, fo may I too; 
thou refembleft him only by thy ugly phiz, and by fome 
ridiculous grins; as for me, I refemble him in voice, 
which is the badge of reafon, and the mod beautiful 
ornament of man. hold thy tongue, wretched pratler, 
replied the ape, thou talked, but not like man ; thou 
fayd always the fame thing, without underdanding 
what thou fayd, the affembly laughed at thefe two 
fbrry mimics of man ; and the crown was bedowed on 
the elephant, as having drength and wifdom, without 
cither the cruelty of the furious beads, or the foolifti 
vanity of fo many others, who want always to appear 
what they are not. 
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FABLE XX. 

AN old mifchieyous ape having died» his ghoft 
defceoded into Pluto's dreary abode» where it 
l>egged leave to return among the living. Pluto had a 
inind to remit it into the body of ap heavy ftupid afs* 
in order to deprive it of its fupplenefs, vivacity, aod 
mifchievoufoefs. but it played fo many pleafant and 
wanton tricks, that the grim King of hell could not 
forbear fmiling, and left it the choice of its condi- 
tion, it defired to enter into the body of a parrot; for 
fo, faid it, I (hall at lead preferve fome refemblance to 
men, whom I fo long have imitated : when I was an 
ape, I made geftures like them, and being a parrot, I 
(hall talk with them in the mod agreeable converfa- 
tions. fcarce was the ape's foul introduced into this 
new employment, when a prating old woman bought 
him : (he made him her darling, and put him in a fine 
cage; he fared fumptuoufly, and chattered all day 
with the old dotard, who fpoke no more fendbly than 
him(elf. to his new talent of deafening every body, 
he joined fomewhat of his former profefHon; he 
would wag his head ridiculoufly, make his bill crack, 
(hake his wings in a hundred different ways, and 
with his paws play many little tricks, which dill fa- 
voured of the diilortioRs of a jack-pudding, the old 
woman would every now and then be putting on her 
fpe^acles to admire him : (he was very forry to be a 
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ts£, and thereby to lofe fome words of her Poll, 
•m (he found more wit than in any body, the 
thus fpoiledy became a prattling, impertinent 
le fo tofTed and tumbled about in his cage, and 
fo much wine with his old miflrefs, that he 
f died, and now behold him returned before 
who refolved this time to make him pafs into 
dy of a fifh, in order to render him dumb ; but 
In played a farce before the King of ghofts ; and 
( feldom refift the requefts of buffoons that flat- 
nn. Pluto granted, therefore, to this, that hs 
go into the body of a man ; but as the god was 
;d to fend him into the body of a wife and vir- 
man, he afligHed him the bocfy of a tedious^ 
:fome coxcomb, who was incdflantly lying, 
ng, and making ridiculous geftures ; who laugh* 
*Yery body, and would interrupt the moft polite 
>lid converfations, in order to fay nothing, or 
ife. Mercury knowing him again in this new 
faid merrily to him ; O ho ! friend, I fmoke thee» 
irt nothing but a compound of the ape and par- 
bat I have feen formerly ; whoever would take 
thy geftures, and thy words, learned by rote, 
at judgment, would leaie nothing at all of thee 
1; a pretty ape aud good parrot make but a 
1 man. O ! how many men are there in the world 
formal geftures, a little prittle prattle, and an 
' fu$ciencyy that hare neither fenfe nor condodl* 



THE 

TWO YOUNG LYONS, 



FABLE XXI. 

TWO young lyons had been brought up together 
in the fanie forefl:; they were of the fame age» 
fize, and abilities, the one was taken in toUs at ^ 
hunting of the Great Mogul ; the other remained ia 
the craggy mountains, he who had been taken waa 
carried to court, where he lived in the heart of de- 
lists ; each day was an antilope given him for bis 
dinner, and then he had only to take his eafe and refti 
in a convenient lodge, where care was taken to make 
him He foftly ; it was the bufinefs of a white eunuch 
twice a day to comb down his waving golden mane, 
as he grew very tame, the King himfelf would often 
carefs him. he was fat, fleck, flately, and magnifi- 
cent ; for he wore a collar of gold, and from bis ears 
dangled pendants, enriched with pearls and diamonds. 
he defpifed all the other lions that were in the neigh- 
bouring lodges, much lefs grand than his, and who 
were not in fuch favour as he. this profperity puffed 
up his heart ; he thought himfelf fome great perfo- 
nage, (ince he was treated fo honourably ; thie court 
wherein he ilione, gave him the tafle of ambitiod ; he 
imagined he would have been a hero> had he conti- 
nued in the forefis* 
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One day, as he was no longer faftened to his chain, 

tway he fcampered from the palace, and returned to 

the country where he had been bred, at that jun»5lure, 

the King of the whole lion nation was juft dead, and the 

States were afT^robled, in order to chufe him a fuccef* 

lor. amongft a great many other competitors, there 

t¥as one who eclipfed all the others by his fierce and 

daring mien ; and who fhould this be but that other 

young lion, who had never quitted the deferts. while 

lib companion had been pampering at court, the fo* 

litary had often fharpened his courage by a raging 

lionger ; he was wont to find his food thro' the greats 

td perils and bloodfhed; he would tear both flocks 

and fhepherds ; he was lean, fliaggy, grifly ; fire and 

blood dreamed from his eyes ; he was nimble, brawny, 

accuftomed to clamber, and to fpring, undaunted by 

javelins or darts, the two old companions demanded 

fingle combat, to decide who fhould reign, but an 

old, wife, and experienced lionefs, whofe counfels 

the whole commonwealth regarded, moved to fet fird 

on the throne him who had (ludied politics at court : 

many murmured, faying, fhe wanted to have a vain 

knd voluptuous coxcomb preferred to a warriour, 

-who had learned, in fatigue and danger, to fupport 

the moft weighty affairs, however, the interefl of the 

old lionefs prevailed, and the court lion was placed 

upon the throne : he prefently difFoived in plcafures j 
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he lored nothiDg but pageantry ; be ufed art and cunf 
ning to cloak his cruelty and tyranny : he was foon 
hated, defpifed, detefled. then the old lionefs faid ; it 
u time to dethrone him ; I well knew he was unwor- 
thy to be King ; but I was willing that you (hould hare 
a trial of one fpoiled by foftnefs and policy, to make 
you afterwards the more fenfible of the value of ano- 
ther, who, by his patience and ralour, merited the 
kingdom, 'tis now they muft fight, (traightway they 
were put into a clofe -field; where the two champions 
afforded a fpe&acle to the affembly : but the fpedade 
lafled not long; the effeminate lion trembled, and 
durft not face the other ; he fhamefully flies, and ludes 
himfelf ; the other purfues, and infults him. all cried 
out murder him, tear him to pieces, no, no, replied 
his antagonift, when one has fo cowardly an enemy, 
it were cowardife to fear him ; Til have him to live ; 
he does not deferre to die ; 1 (hall eafily know how 
to reign, without being much troubled to hold bim 
in fubjedlion. in fadl, the vigorous lion reigned with 
wifdom and authority ; the other was well contented 
to make the meaneft court to him, to obtain fom^ bits 
of flefh from his table, and to fpend his days in a 
fhameful idlenefs. 



THE 



BEES. 



FABLE XXII. 

AS a young Prince, at the return of the zephyrs, 
when all nature reilves, was walking in a de- 
lightful garden, he heard a great buzzing, and fpied 
an hive of bees, he draws near to this fight, which 
was new to him, and fees, with aftonifhment, the 
order, care, and labour of that little commonwealth, 
the cells begun to be formed, and to take a regular fi- 
gure : one part of the bees were filling them with their 
fweet nedtar; others were bringing flowers, which 
they had culled out of all the riches of the fpring : idle- 
nefs and floth were banifhed that little (late; every 
thing was in motion, but without confufion or diflur- 
bance. the moft confiderable amongft the bees con- 
duced the reft, who obeyed without any murmur or 
jealoufy againft thofe that were above them, while the 
young prince was admiring this obje£t, which he was 
yet unacquainted with, a bee, whom all the others ac- 
knowledged as their Queen, accofledhim, and faid ; the 
^ fight of our work and oeconomy entertains you : but 
it ought flill more to inftruft you ; we never fufFer 
amongft us diforder or licentioufnefs ; there is do be- 
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ing confiderable among us but by labour, and by the 
talents that may be ufeful to our commonwealth; 
merit is here the only way to preferment ; we occupy 
ourfelves night and day in things whereof men reap 
all the benefit, may you be one day like us, and bring 
mankind into that order which you admire in our 
fociety« 



THE 



BEE AND THE FLY. 



FABLE XXIII. 

A Bee one day perceired a fly near her hive, what 
bufinefs haft thou there, faid fhe, with a furious 
tone ? it weir becomes thee truly, vile creature, to mix 
with the fovereigns of the air. thou art in the right, 
replied the fly coldly; one is always to blame for 
coming nigh fo fiery a nation as yours, nothing can 
exceed our wifdom, faid the bee ; we alone have laws, 
and a well-ordered commonwealth ; we gather none 
but odoriferous flowers ; we make nothing but deli* 
cious honey, which equals the very neflar. get fhee 
out of my prefence, nafty, impertinent fly, who doft 
nothing but buz, and feek thy living in ordure, we 
live as we may, replied the fly ; poverty is no vice, but 
paffion is a great one ; you make honey, which is fweet, 
but your heart is ftill bitter; you are wife in your 
laws, but violent in your condudl ; your paflion, which 
flings your enemies, is death to you ; and your fool* 
ifh cruelty does more hurt to yourfelves than to any 
i>ody. it is better to have lefs fliiniog qualities with 
more moderation. 



THE 



BEES 



AND THE 



SILK-WORMS. 



FABLE XXIV. 

ONE day the bees afcended to Oljrmput, and pre- 
fented themfelres at the foot of the throne of ! 
Jove, befeeching him to confider the care they had I 
taken of his infancy, when they fed him with their 
honey upon mount Ida. Jupiter was ready to grant 
them the firfl honours among all little animals : bat 
Minerva, who prefides over arts, rcprefented to him, 
that there was another fpecies, which difputed with 
the bees the glory of ufeful inventions. Jove would 
know their name : filk-worms, anfwered Ihe. ftraight* 
way, the firft of gods ordered Mercury to waft upon 
the wings of the gentle zephyrs, deputies from that 
diminutive people, that he might hear the arguments ^ 
on both fides. 

The bee, ambaiTadrcfs of her nation, reprefented 
the fweetnefs of the honey, which is the nedbar of men ; i 
its ufefulnefs, the art with which it is compofed ; thea 
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ihe extolled the wifdom of the laws, which regulate 
the fl3riQg republic of bees ; no other fpecics of ani- 
mals, faid the oratrefs, can boaft this glory, and it is 
a reward for having nourifhed, in a cave, the father 
of the gods ; moreover, we have our fhare of martial 
▼alour, when our King animates our troops in the 
field; how ihould thefe worms, vile and contemptible 
infedts, dare to difpute precedency with us ? they, can 
only crawl upon the ground, while we take a noble 
flight, and, with our gilded wings> foar to the very 
ftars. 

« 

The fpeaker of the (ilk-worms replied ; we are but 
little worms, 'tis true ; and have neither fo great cou- 
rage for war, nor fuch wife laws ; but every one of 
us (hews the wonders of nature, and waftes itfelf in 
ufeful toil ; without laws we live in peace, nor are any 
civil wars ever to be feen amongft us, while the bees 
are killbg one another at every change of King : 
by Proteus' virtue we can change our form ; now we 
are little worms, compofed of eleven fmall rings, in- 
terwoven with a variety of the livelieft colours that 
are admired in the flowers of a parterre ; then we fpin 
wherewithal to clothe the gayeft and greatefl of men, 
even upon the throne, and wherewithal to adorn the 
temples of the gods ; this fo beautiful and fo lading at- 
tire, is furely worth abundance of honey, which cor- 
rupts fo quickly ; laft of all, we transform ourfelves 
into a bean, but a bean which feels, which moves, and 
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always fpeaks fodde life ; after tbefe marvellous me-' 
tamorphofesy we become all at once butterflies, and 
fhine illuflrious with the brighteft colours.; and then 
do we no longer yield to the bees in foaring, with ad- 
vent'rous flight, as far as high Olympus, judge now, 
O father of gods. Jupiter, at a lofs about the ded- 
fion, declared, at length, that the bees fhould hold 
the firfl rank, on account of the rights they had ac- 
quired from ancient times, how, faid he, can I degrade 
them ? I have been too much obliged to them to do 
them fuch indignity ; but I believe that men owe Ilili 
more to the filk*worms. 



THE OWL 

THAT 

WANTED A WIFE. 

FABLE XXV. 

J\ Young owl, who had fecn himfelf ifl a fountain, 
-^ -*■ thought himfelf more beautiful, not to fay, than 
the day, for that he thought very difagrceable, but than 
the nighty which for him had wondrous chamis; he 
faid within himfelf, I have furely facrificed to the Gra- 
ces ; Venus hath at my birth infolded me in her gir- 
dle ; the tender Loves, accompanied by the Sports and 
Smiles, flutter around to carefs me; it is time that 
fair Hymen give me children, graceful as myfelf ; they 
will be the ornament of the groves, and darlings of 
the night, what pity that the race of the moft perfe<fl 
birds fhould fail ! happy the brjde who fhall pafs her life 
in my company ! big with thefe cogitations, he dif- 
patches the crow to demand, in his name, a little ea- 
glet, daughter to the eagle. King of air. the crow had 
fome difficulty to undertake the cmbafly; I fhall be 
but badly received, faid fhe, to propofe fo unfuitable 
a marriage : what ? the eagle ! who dares to flare the 
fun full in the face, make a match with you, who can- 
not fo much as open your eyes while it is day; tliat 
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it ibe WSJ fbrtbe an aad vife Kfcr ta be togedier; 
the (MK wiD fo ahnoad faj d^, the other by oi^t. 
tbe Yui and tdf-amcdttd ovl would hear iiothiog. 
the crow, to pleafe lum, west at laft to demand the 
eaglet, the wile demand orrafinprd mirth at the aerial 
ODort. the ea^ gaTC her for anfwer; if his owUhip 
means to be my ibn-in-law, let him come after fon- 
fiie, and lalote me in the middle of die air. the pre- 
(ampcnoos oid would needs fo and keep the j^poiot- 
ment; his eyes were imrnrdiatriy dazzled; he was 
ftmck blind by the fon*s rays, and tnmbled hfadiong 
from the height of air upon a craggy rodi. all the 
birds fell upon him, and plodded olf his feathen. he 
was now too happy to dink into his hole, and to efyxak 
the choogb, a worthy lady of the place : their marriage 
was celebrated by night ; and they thought each other 
extremely handfome and agreeable. 

We (hould nerer aim at any thing aboTe our lpheie» 
nor flatter ourfelyes upon our adyantages* 



THE 

SHEPHERD CLEOBULUS 

AND THE 

NYMPH PHILIDA. 

FABLE XXVI. 
A S a peofiye (hepherd tended his flock, upon the 
•^^ flowery banks of the river Achclous, the Fauns 
and Satyrs, that lurked in the neighbouring groves, 
daoced upon the grafs, to the melodious found of 
bis pipe, the Naiads, hid beneath the waters of the ri- 
ver, reared their heads above the reeds to liften to his 
mufic. Achelous himfelf, leaning upon his inclined 
urn, fhewed his front, where there remained but one 
bom ever fince his combat with the great Hercules, 
and this melody fufpended for a while the anguifh of 
the vanquifhed god. the fliepherd faw, unmoved, the 
Naiads admiring him; he thought of none but the 
(hepherdefs Philida, who was fimple, natural, with- 
out the foreign aid of ornament ; fortune ne'er gave 
ber any borrowed luftre, and the Graces alone had 
adorned and beautified her with their own hands; 
fuch went iht forth from her village, mindlefs of eve- 
ry thing but of her iheep. the nymph alone was flran- 
ger to her beauty, all the other fliepherdefTes were 
jealous of it. the fhepherd loved her, and did not dare 
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to tell her To : \irhat he loved mod Id her was tha( 
matchlefs virtue, fimple and fevere, which kept lovers 
at a diilance, and which cooditutes the trued charm 
of beauty, but the ingenious pailion fiiggefls the art 
of reprefenting what might be bold and dangerous to 
declare, he therefore ceafed all his mod pleafant fongs, 
to tune one that might touch the fair one's heart, he 
knew fhe loved the virtue of the heroes, who, in the. 
toilfome field, had glory won : he fung, under a fic- 
titious name, his own adventures; for, at that time, 
Jieroes themfelves were fhepherds, nor difdained the 
crook, and, therefore, thus he fung : when Polynices 
brave, marched to befiege the city Thebes, . and to 
overturn the throne of his own brother Eteocles, all 
the Kings of Greece appeared in hodile arms, and, 
againd the bcfieged, their chariots drove. Adradus 
then, who father was in law to Polynices, hewed re- 
fiftlefs down, the adverfe troops ; as with his keen- 
edged fcythe the reaper fweeping, mows the golden 
crops, on t'other fide, Amphiaraus fee! the footh- 
fayer, who, confcious of his fate, advanced into the 
fight, and was at once fwallowed by Earth, which 
opened its abyfs to hurl him headlong to the banks of 
Zvpi ; in falling he deplored his faithlefs wife, fad by 
behold Oedipus's fons, in hodile, not in brotherly 
embrace; as when a leopard and a tyger tear each 
other on the rocks of Caucafus : they rolled each other 
on the fandy beach, feeming to pant each for his bro; 



AND THB NYMPH PHILIDA. |OI 

Xher's blood, during this horrid fight, Cleobulus, who 
followed Folynices, combated againft a brave The- 
ban, whom the God of war rendered almofl invin- 
cible, the fhaft of the Theban, guided by the god, had 
pierced Cleobulus's neck, but that he fprung nimble 
afide : he, inftant, plunged his dart deep in the bowels 
of his hardy foe : the Theban 's blood ftreams copi- 
, ous, his bright eyes grow dim, his noble mien and all 
his fire forfake him ; now, now, fqualid death deforms 
his comely features ; lo ! his youthful bride fees him 
expiring from a turret's height ; and O ! what pangs 
tranfpierce her tender heart ! in his misfortune, ftill 
too happy man, to have been loved and wailed; I'd 
die, like him, with pleafure, fo I might be loved as he ; 
for what avails great valour, or the glory of famous 
combats ; and O ! what avails or youth, or beauty, when 
one cannot pleafe nor move the objeft loved!— 
the (hepherdefs, who had lei:\t attentive ear to his fo 
tender fong, now conceived that the fhepherd was 
Cleobulus, vanquifher of the Theban. fhe grewfen- 
(ible of the glory he had acquired, of the Graces that 
(hone in him, and of the pangs he fuffered for her ; fhe 
gave him her heart and hand ; an happy Hymen join- 
ed the lovely pair ; their happinefs was envied by all 
the (hepherds round, and by the country-deities them- 
felves. by their union, by their innocent life, by their 
rural paflimes, even in the hour of age, they equalled 
the blifsful fate of Philemon and Baucis. 



C H R O M I S ' 

AND 

MNASYLUS. 

■ 

FABLE XXVII. 

CH&OMIS. 

THIS grove has a delightful coolnefs ; the trees 
are tall, the foliage thick, the walks fhady ; one 
hears no noife but that of nightingales; warbling their 
loves. 

MNASYLUS. 

There are here beauties ftill more (Inking. 

CHROMIS. ; 

What! doil thou mean thofe ftatues ? Idon'tthmk 
them very handfome. there's one that has a mighty 
homely afpedt. 

MNASYLUS. 

It reprefents a woman ; but let us talk no more of 
it ; for thou knoweft one of our fhepherds^ who has 
already faid all that can be faid of her. 

CHROMIS. 

What then? is it that other inclined above the 
fountain ? 

MNASYLUS. 

No ; I don't mean that neither, the fhepherd Ly- 
cidas has fung it to his pipe, and I would never pre- 
tend to praife after him. 
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CHROMIS, 

Which then ! that ftatue which reprefents a young 
woman? 

MNASYLUS. 

Ay ; you've hit on't at laft. Aie has by no means 
that ruiUc air of the two others; and, indeed, fhe is 
a greater deity : it is Pomona, or, at kaft, a nymph ; 
fhe holds in one hand an horn of plenty, ftored with 
all the pleafant fruits of the autumn; with the other 
fhe bears a vafe, whence pieces of money drop ia con- 
fufion : thus fhe holds, at the fame time, the fruits of 
the ^arth, which are the riches of ftmple nature, and 
the treafures, to which the art of men gire fo high a 
value. 

CHROMIS. 

She has her head a little inclined, why fo ? 

MKASYLUS. 

'Tis true ; and that becaufe all figures defigned (6t 
exalted fituations, and to be feen from below, are 
in a better point -of view, when they are a little inclin- 
ed towards the fpedlators. 

CHROMIS. 

But what pray is that head-drefs ? it is unknown 
to our fhepherdefles. 

MNASYLUS. 

It is, however, eafy and negligent; and fhe is no- 
thing the lefs graceful, that is her hair, well parted on 
the forehead, hanging down a little on each fide, with 
a natural curl, and neatly tied behind. 
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CHROMIS. 

And that garment : why fo many folds f 

MNA8YLUS. 

That is a gairoent, which has the fame air of ne- 
gligence ; it is boundup with a girdle, that fo the nymph 
may walk more commodioufly in thefe woods ; thofe' 
flowing folds form a more agreeable drapery than 
ftrait and formal garments ; the hand of the workman 
feeras to have fofcened the marble, to make fo deli- 
cate folds ; you fee the very (kin beneath this drape- 
ry ; thus you £nd, at once, the tender foftnefs of the 
fiefh, and the variety of folds of the drapery. 

CHROMIS; 

So, fo ! thou art very learned, but fincc thou know- 
eft every thing, tell me ; that horn, of plenty, is it 
that of the river Achelous, fnatched from him by 
Hercules, or that of the goat Amalthea, Jupiter's 
Durfe on mount Ida ? 

MNASYLUS. 

That queftion is yet to decide ; mean time I ruii 
to my flock, adieu. 
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T H e 

U E D A L. 

AW 

ALLEGORICAL EPISTLE 

T P T W B 

ARCHBISHOP or CAMBRAY. 

IThmfc, 8ir> that I ought to lofe no time of loform- 
klg you of ft thing extremely curious, and upon 
lybifih you will not fail to make the proper refleAi- 
oos. we have got in thi^ country a learned man, nam- 
ol M. Wanden, who has great correfpondence with 
the aotiquaries of Italy : he pretends to have received 
firom tibem an ancient medal, which I have never yet 
been able to get a fight of, but whereof he has caufed 
Ibme copies to be ftruck, which are finely done, and 
which will, in all probability, very foon difperfe them- 
ielves thro' all the countries where are any curious 
perfoos. I hope to fend you one in a few days ; in the 
mean time, I fhall give the mod exadt defcription of it 
I can* on one fide this medal, which is very large, re- 
prefents a boy of a very fine and very noble figure ; 
you fee Pallas covering him with her Egls ; at the 
fame time» three Graces (trew his way with flowers } 
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Apollo, attended by the Mufes, offers him hit lyre; 
Venus appears in the air in her chariot, drawn^ by 
doves, and lets her girdle fall upon him ; Vidlory 
points out to him with one hand, a triumphant car, 
and, with the other, prefents to him a crown, the 
motto is taken from Horace ; ' non fine Dis animofut 
• in fans.' * no generous boy without Propitious gods.* 
the reverfe is very different, it is manifeft that 'tis 
the fame boy, for one immediately knows the fame 
air of the head ; but he has about him none but gro- 
tefqucs and hideous masks, venemous reptiles, as vi- 
pers and ferpents, infers, owls, and viUainous har- 
pies, which fling about with ordure on all fides, and 
tear every thing with their hooked claws : there is s 
company of impudent and fneering Satyrs, who af- 
fume the oddefl podures; who grin, and point with 
their fingers to the tail of a monftrous fifh, which ter- 
minates the body of the beauteous boy ; underneath 
you read thefe words, which you know are alfo Ho- 
race's : * turpiter atrum definit in pifcem.' * he fhame- 
' ful ends in a foul fifh's tail.' the learned are much 
puzzled to find out upon what occafion this medal hat 
been flruck in antiquity, feme maintain that it re- 
prcfcnts Caligula, who being fon to Germanicus, had 
'^ivcn in his infancy fo exalted hopes for the happinefs 
(jf the empire, but who afterwards became a monfter. 
others will have it, that all this has been done for Nero, 
Mhofc beginnings were fo happy, and end (b hor- 
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riUe. but both agree that a fhining young Prince is 
meant, who promifed much, and proved deceitful, 
but there are others more didruftful, who will not be- 
lieve that this medal is an antique, the myftery which 
M. Wanden makes of it occaiions great fufpidons : 
people will be fancying that they fee fomething of 
Dur time figured in the medal; perhaps it fignifies 
^eat hopes which have turned, or may turn into great 
curfes ; they feem malicioufly to glance at fome young 
Pnnce, all whole good qualities they flrive to fink in 
the defefls imputed to him ; befides M. Wanden is not 
3nly curious, but a politician, Arongly attached to the 
Prince of Orange; and it is fufpedled that it is in 
confederacy with him, that he means to difperfe this 
medal thro' all the courts of Europe, you will judge 
much better than I, Sir, what fhould be thought of it, 
it fufficeth me to have imparted to you this news, 
which caufes hot difputes here amongft all men of let- 
ters, and to afiAire you that I am always 

Amfterdam, Your moft humble 

May 4, 1691. 

and mofl obedient fervant 
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